Treasure Trail
& Lunch
Friday 8 April @ 10am
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Ch air ’s Let te r

It is often said, ʻIf you want something done, ask a busy woman to do it.ʼ If you are in the WI and you are not
busy then you are not making the most of your WI experience as a member, as a committee member of your WI
or being part of one of the Federation committees. International Womenʼs Day on March 8th is a celebration of what
women can achieve and a global campaign to promote gender equality and parity for all. The 2022 International
Women's Day global theme - Break The Bias asks us to "imagine a gender equal world". Many of our WI campaigns
do something towards making this a reality, so make sure you cast your vote, and possibly do a little something
towards one of them, as a lot of little somethings can work wonders.
I hope that you have received the first of my invites to join me for a meal. Over the next few months there will be:
lunch at Jacksdale and Farndon; afternoon tea at Bestwood and Carburton; and an evening meal at Radcliffe on
Trent. Hope to see you at one of the venues or delegates at our Annual Federation Meeting at Oxton Village Hall on 31st March,
or, as we are busy women, both!
Kind regards Helen

We are very pleased to see members coming in to the office once more,
just as they used to do! Thank you very much to those WIs who took
part in the Sheila Norris Rose Bowl Challenge before lockdown.
Please arrange to collect your creative and wonderful entries from
County office before 25 April. When sending emails to the office, please complete the “subject” line appropriately to
help us deal with your enquiry correctly.
Annual Federation Meeting: Say hello to Heather and Val who will be at the County Office table. The WI stationery
will be there and also a few documents for WI Delegates to collect or leave. Collect your new Speakerʼs Directory
and Bulb scheme leaflets and leave your ACWW coins for friendship cheques. Thanks. Sue
ENCLOSURES: 1. Whist League; 2. Membership Fees 2022/23; 3. WI Treasurer annual information; 4. Bulb Scheme;
5. Promoting WIs; 6. Afternoon Tea with Chair; 7. Cookery Course; 8. Willow Workshop; 10. T20; 11. AFM Agenda.

FROM THE OFFICE

Don’t Forget...

Reminders: Forms to be in the office before:–
• Presidents & Secretaries Workshop (19/3)
•Rummikub Competition (5/11/27 – 4)
•Crochet for beginners (9/4)
•Dine with Chair Jacksdale (6/4)
•Sheila Norris Challenge
•Resolution Meeting (12/4)
•Treasure Trail (8/4)
•Meet the Author (22/4)
•Dine with Chair Farndon 27/4)
•Heritage Walk (21/4)

4 March
7 March
14 March
19 March
21 March
22 March
28 March
29 March
9 April
11 April

STOP PRESS ... STOP PRESS ...

We are very sorry to announce to members, that following a
meeting with the Nottingham Playhouse, it is apparent the
refurbishments in progress at the café will not be completed by
31 March. The space required for the café tables in the
Playhouse foyer means that it will not be possible to hold the
Annual Federation Meeting at that venue as planned.
We have moved the AFM meeting to Oxton Village Hall. It will
take place as a morning event only, with the speaker from Trinity
House. As this is a smaller venue, only WI delegates will be sent
tickets and any ticket bookings from members will therefore be
refunded. We hope that next year we will be able to have a good
Annual Federation Meeting – somewhere!

Annual Federation Meeting:
Venue: OXTON Village Hall
Date: Thursday 31 March 10.30am doors open 9.30am
Tea or coffee will be available:
WI Shop: Prize draw: Office table: Sheila Norris
Challenge 2022 display
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WI Shop
Trading Box
You can use the Trading box in many
ways; either as part of your monthly
meeting, at a group meeting or at a local fundraising
event. Your WI receives 15% of the takings without
the risk of purchasing any stock. There is a mix of
gifts and locally produced items.
If you require speciﬁc items, please let the “Shop
Team” know so that the box can be packed for your
requirements. On average a box will contain about
£450 value of stock.
A Trading Box booking form is available from the
oﬃce or can be found on the website
https://nottinghamshire.thewi.org.uk/countyoﬃce-and-downloads

WANTED!

Members for New Digital Team

The Digital team will share their knowledge of
digital technology with members by teaching
them IT skills such as:
• Browsing the internet
• Sending emails
• Using Microsoft Office and other software
• Keeping in touch with friends and family via
social media
You do not need to have advanced IT skills,
Digital Team Leaders should be
comfortable using technology and enjoy teaching
others. If you want more information contact
suzanneplamping@nottswi.org.uk

SPORTS & LEISURE

In January we held a great night of Bingo on zoom. Members sat in the
comfort of their own homes, while enjoying an evening with their friends
Chair: Wendy Richardson
and some of them even won the cash prizes!
I know a few members are still a little worried about being inside with other members, but we are trying to put lots of different events together
for you. We are hoping to go to Trent Bridge, Nottingham and watch the Notts Outlaws play T20 Cricket on Sunday 29 May. The tennis
in Nottingham looks like it will be going ahead, so we will be obtaining tickets for June.
We are planning to go Clay Pigeon shooting on Thursday 7 July in Orston. Back by popular
demand is our annual trip to the Nottingham dogs racing on Monday 1 August, which also includes
a lovely meal. For those of you who enjoy our Bingo nights with our wonderful pie and peas supper,
put the date, Friday 14 October in your diary. So, I hope there is something there for everyone, look
out for the enclosures and we look forward to seeing you at one of our events.

WI SUPPORT TEAM

Our WI Support Team committee meet on the 1st Monday of every
month except August, when we review and archive the records of
Chair: Susan Spanswick
suspended WIs. Sometimes the meetings are face-to-face at Trent
Bridge House, sometimes we use zoom. It is amazing how we have all
adapted and that we do not need to be all together in the same room to hold a meeting. It no
longer seems a great deal of difference between the two formats for business meetings; we still
get the work done which ever method we use. Although if anybody had told me that two years ago,
I would have looked at them fairly askance and thought “really?”
Between the WIST members there is a considerable amount of knowledge and experience so
when a specific issue is being discussed the use of our “collective brain” certainly makes our
discussions really interesting. Often an aside will throw up random little nuggets of information
which really help to keep our knowledge up to speed. These are just three, curtesy of Pauline Redmile the Federations IFE Trainer who
is on the committee. Iʼll share them with you:
Limitation on Benefits: The income of the WI is to provide the objectives of the organisation, as specified in the WI Constitution. It is
important all committee members understand that as a Trustee of the WI they (or anyone connected to them) cannot financially benefit
from the WI for any services they provide i.e., if they volunteer to be the speaker one evening they may be paid for out-of-pocket expenses
but will not be paid for the actual presentation.
Gifts/Presentations: WI funds may be used (up to the recommended limit of £25) for those special occasions for the retirement of a longserving officer, funeral of a member etc. The Charity Commissionʼs guidance puts this at £25 provided the members are consulted and
the majority agree. NB: money or vouchers cannot be given in lieu of a gift.
On-Line Shopping: Where a WI has accounts with on-line marketing companies e.g. Easy Fundraising or Amazon periodic dividends
received by the WI should be logged in the Treasurerʼs Account Book/Excel Spreadsheet in column 9 as WI Fundraising.We hope to see
many of you at the Presidentsʼ and Secretariesʼ Workshop on the 19th March.

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
Chair: Carrie Young

With the days getting slightly
longer and the weather
improving, we are hoping you
will join us for some exciting
new ʻhands on workshopʼ
sessions. A practical French cookery course at Mansfield
college and a Willow workshop are all being advertised in this
monthʼs enclosures and should prove to be very popular.
Our committee is having great fun at present getting together an
exciting programme for 2023! We really do need to plan that far
ahead to get the best locations, tutors, and inspiring new courses
for you, our WI members.
This month Iʼve had coffee out with some interesting people
discussing new courses and venues. If you have a course
suggestion or a course provider whom you would highly
recommend, please do contact Heather at the office. email:
assistsec@nottswi.org.uk

ACWW

ʻCoins for Friendshipʼ is our annual
contribution to the work of ACWW
(Associated Countrywomen of the World) will
be collected at the Federation Annual
Meeting on Wednesday 31 March. Your
contribution is more vital than ever to enable
ACWW to continue as an international
friendship organisation helping, in many practical ways, to extend
the bridges of understanding between East, West, North &
South.
Please bring WI cheques only, made payable to ACWW (note
payee name). On the reverse of the cheque please write WIPFF.
Please do not send cash. Any donations you make will be greatly
appreciated. You may also send cheques to County Office by the
latest: Monday 18 April 2022 when we will forward the cheques
on to ACWW. Thank you.
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Have you looked at the
Federationʼs website?

If you have an ecopy Hornblower you
could click on URL and off you go.
https://nottinghamshire.thewi.org.uk is
a part of the National site.
We have a page for the County Office
with downloads of enclosures.
There is a link to the Office 365 login,
making it easy to get your
emails from the Federation.
A page for downloading your WI Annual
meeting documents
All of these are available at your fingertips
plus lots more!

A BRING THANK YOU to everyone who attended the Green
Heart Craft Night and made hearts for the window display or sent
hearts to County House. They all look fabulous and so different.
Knitted, crochet, patchwork, card and adorned with beads,
buttons and ribbons. There was a beautiful blanket and two quilts
displayed also. Thank you so much everyone. The hearts are due
to be displayed for all of February, (subject to the Tiger Hub
needs) and then will be taken to the Breast Care Centre at
Nottingham City Hospital.
If you are in Nottingham please go and view the display (currently
the Tiger Hub is not open yet, as they only got the keys on 1st
Feb and have all the set up to do) Located: 19-21 Lister Gate
(next to H&M, just down the road from M&S).
Below are the photographs of the Green Hearts on display in the
Tiger Hub window.

GOODBYE AGRICULTURAL SHOW COMMITTEE

Very sadly we have said goodbye to the Fun & Fundraising
committee. This was the last name of the Ag Show Committee,
beginning life as the Produce Guild over 60 years ago – a
committee that had fun, made friends but most importantly, with
your help over the many years, lots of funds for the Federation.
As you can imagine it was a very hard-working committee, on the
whole for one massive event – the County Show. Starting out in
a large Marquee in the 1960ʼs with a multitude of WIs displaying
their Competition entries in alcoves with a small tea area. All
canvas walls, poles and an uneven grass floor and no windows,
until in 2010, finally going inside with proper walls, a concrete
floor, eventually a proper kitchen and having over twenty 6ft tables
to serve with a large area to fill. That came to an end in 2015,
when the Showground said we could only do take away food and
have no seating area. That meant a small marquee with less
stalls, space and less fund raising. However, they did ask us to
cater for the Showground members. In January 2020 they said
we would have to pay for our Marquee again and that meant it
would cost too much to make any profit, so we decided not to
attend. Of course, in the event there was no Show for 2 years.
We know the WI will be missed, after all what is a County Show
without the WI? So many members have served on the
committee, bringing their talents and hard work – plus their
husbands and families to help! A great camaraderie of friends with
lots of laughter, is how the committee will be best remembered. A
small get together of past committee members took place with
many lovely memories and stories retold. An end of an era. Thank
you so much everyone.

DINE with THE CHAIR

ʻNosh & Natter with Helen Roseʼ

Wednesday 8 April
Lunch at Jacksdale

12.30am for 1pm.
The Royal Oak, Westwood,
Nottingham NG16 5HY
Price: £20 for 2 courses
Closing Date: Sat 19 March

Wednesday 27 April
Lunch at Farndon

12.30 for 1pm
Farndon Ferry Bistro, 5 North End, Farndon
Notts, NG24 3SX
Price: £20 for 2 courses
Closing Date: Sat 9 April
Please send forms to County Office

HORNBLOWER CONTACT & PRINT DETAILS:

Copy deadline for April 2022 edition 4 March. April Hornblower can be collected on Monday 28 March 2022
Please send to County House or The Editor: Mrs. Jenny Bailey, Boggs Farm, Old Rufford Road, Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts, NG22 8TE.
Telephone: 01623 870373 or email: hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk

ADVERTISING RATES:

Members: 15p per word. Non-members: 30p per word. Box Advert: Maximum 5cm. Members £25 + VAT. Non-members: £30 + VAT. An invoice will be sent for payment.
We do not accept responsibility for any advertisements in the Hornblower. The Editor reserves the right to edit as necessary and her decision is final.
Printed by PJ Print Ltd 01623 860424 www.pj-print.com

© Copyright 2022 Nottinghamshire Federation of WIs
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JANUARY 2022

The winning numbers were drawn on the
morning of the Trustees Committee
Meeting.

1. Joan Green – Farnsfield WI
2. Lucy Richardson – Clarborough WI
3. Christine Philbin – Gotham WI

No. 3
No. 14
No. 113

Memorial Book

Members are listed by their name and WI.
They will be forever remembered and will
all be truly missed.
Judith Wilson – Radcliffe on Trent WI

HICKLING WI’s SPRING FAYRE
SATURDAY 19 MARCH 10.30AM – 3.30PM
KINOULTON VILLAGE HALL
FREE ADMISSION 30+STALLS

INTERNATIONAL WOMENʼS DAY
Rosa Davis

The pandemic brought many biases against women into sharp
focus: domestic abuse, the pressures of home-schooling, and an
increase in food bank referrals all made headlines as we tried to
stay safe.
Thatʼs why the theme for this International Womenʼs Day is
#BreakTheBias.
“To #BreakTheBias requires the valuing of diversity - and diversity
requires understanding, acceptance, inclusion, and celebration.”
- InternationalWomensDay.com
Do you think the WI could do more to #BreakTheBias? What
women do you think challenge biases through their
achievements? How have biases changed over your lifetime?
Use the #BreakTheBias hashtag on social media and get in touch
to tell us about how you celebrate the women in your life.
Remember to celebrate yourself, too!

MCS REGISTER

With the new subscription fees due in April WI MCS reps will need
to take the time to update the membersʼ register. Please
remember these points:
• Add new members details for them to receive WI Life.
• Remove the names of members who are no longer in your WI.
• If you have had a change of officer after your Annual Meeting
remember to change their position on the MCS.
• If you change your venue this will need changing on the MCS.
• If you havenʼt got an MCS rep, please send details of new
members using the short form to the Office and any other
changes to your membership, as it is so important to keep
the MCS register up to date.

NOTTS NATTER
Jenny Bailey

I hope you have enjoyed seeing one another at your WI meetings,
isnʼt it great? A lot better than looking at your computer or laptop
screen! Please send photos and reports of your speakers and
craft events to me for inclusion in the Hornblower. Our members
will know what everyone is doing then. The recent survey showed
members liked ʻAround the Countyʼ now Highlights best of all
so, help me out please. Email to hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk
or by letter.

Thought of the Month...
What soap is to the body
Laughter is to the soul

FEDERATION TREASURER
Jenny Bailey

WI Treasurers are reminded that
Membership subscriptions are now due in
April every year. There is no change to
the subscription fees, they remain the
same for 2022, please help your
Treasurer by paying promptly. A form
with all the details has been sent this month along with the annual
Treasurer Information sheet. It contains nearly everything a
treasurer should know – well there is always something not
included! If you do have a question and need an answer not
contained in the Information, please get in touch with me
treasurer@nottswi.org.uk and I will try to help or know someone
who can – usually Pauline Redmile our IFE trainer.
Your WI committee should be aware that some banks have now
begun charging charities for transactions and are still closing
branches. If yours is one and you want to change banks do shop
around, there are a few available not charging charities – I have
to say not many. The NFWI together with other charities made
representation to the banks about this, but sadly it has fallen on
deaf ears. Unfortunately, charities are minnows in the sea of
banking!
Denman Bursaries: Your WI may have restricted Denman
bursaries. We have received the following information from the
NFWI Finance Department. They have conferred with NFWI
solicitors on this matter and have received the following advice:
• If the current purpose of the restricted funds refers to ʻbeing
used for courses or classes at Denman Collegeʼ (but without
reference to the physical college), these funds can still be used
for the equivalent at Denman at Home or any future iteration
of Denman.
• If the current purpose of the restricted funds refers to
something that does not have equivalence within Denman
College in its current form (e.g. funds for travel to Denman
College or residential courses at Denman College), then
please wait for further advice from NFWI regarding what you
will be able to do with these funds.
What you will be able to do (and how) is specific to the existing
purposes of the restricted funds and their value.
If your WI is unsure, they recommend finding any original
documentation for the funds or Minutes of meetings held to look
at the parameters of the funds.
Iʼm sorry for the delay on this, the wheels are turning very slowly,
but hopefully they will get us to the end of the road at some point!

RECIPE

This Recipe was used for the Notts County Show for at least
60 years! And is very easy to make!

NEWARK SHOW CUT & BUTTER CAKE

1½ lb mixed dried fruit
1 lb S. R. Flour
4 oz Margarine
1 Egg
8 oz soft brown sugar
¾ pint boiling water
Pinch of Salt
Put the fruit, margarine and sugar into a bowl.
Pour on the boiling water and leave to stand
overnight. Beat the egg and add to the
mixture. Sieve in the flour and a pinch of salt.
Bake in 2 lb loaf tins, which have been
greased, at 350 F, 180 C, Gas 4, for approx.
1½ hrs. This quantity will make 2 cakes.

Hornblower Advertising

Have you thought about advertising your event or
holiday home in the Hornblower? You can have a
line or a box advert and in colour. See the rates on
the back cover.
Are you preparing your WI programme? As the
Hornblower Editor I can do a power point
presentation about the history of the Hornblower.
Please contact Jenny Bailey.
hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk for an
advert or talk.
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March
DATE
25 Fri

Forthcoming Events 2022
EVENT
BRIDGE DAY
& LUNCH

COST
VENUE
£20 mem Oxton Village Hall
£22 non members
(Delegate Oxton Village Hall
only)

Doors open
NG25 0SA
9.30am for 10.30am

5 Tues

RUMMIKUB
COMPETITION

£6.00

7.00pm

8 Fri

TREASURE TRAIL
WALK & LUNCH

31 Thurs

April

6 Wed

FEDERATION
ANNUAL MEETING

Westhill Community
Centre, Orsall, Retford

TIME
From 10.00am

POSTCODE
NG25 0SA

DN22 7GA

DINE WITH CHAIR

£20.00

Royal Oak, Jacksdale

1.00pm

CROCHET FOR
BEGINNERS

£18.00

County House

9.30am for
10.00am

12 Tues

RESOLUTION
INFORMATION

£5.00

22 Fri

MEET THE AUTHOR

£8.00

County House

10.30am or 1.30pm

DINE WITH CHAIR

£20.00

9 Sat

11

Mon

21 Thurs

27 Wed
27 Wed

May

4 Wed

RUMMIKUB
COMPETITION

HERITAGE WALK
& LUNCH

RUMMIKUB COMP

RUMMIKUB FINAL

12 Thurs

COUNTY QUIZ

18 Wed

PROMOTING YOUR WI

19 Thurs

PROMOTING YOUR WI

£15.00

County House

10.15am for coffee

£6.00

Watnall WI Halll

7.00pm

£15.00

County House

10.15am
for coffee

£6.00

Unit 1, Trinity House
Linby

Bingham WI Hall

Free

NG16 1HS
NG15 8AA

Farndon Ferry

7.00pm

1.00pm

NG13 8AQ

Lowdham WI Hall

7.00pm

NG14 7AB

£10.00 Various Venues
per team

Free

2.00pm

NG16 5HY

County House
County House

APPLICATION FORM

7.30pm

NG24 3SX

10.00am – 12.00 noon
7.00pm via Zoom

This form may be used to obtain tickets for any of the above events. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE CHEQUE (ADD 75p FOR PAPER TICKET) (for each separate event)
N.B. PLEASE ENSURE THAT THERE ARE TWO SIGNATURES ON ALL WI CHEQUES SENT TO COUNTY HOUSE

WI ................................................................................................................

NAME .........................................................................................................
ADDRESS ................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

TEL .............................................................................................................
EMAIL ........................................................................................................

EVENT .......................................................................................................
6

VENUE ......................................................................................................

DATE ..........................................................................................................
SESSION TIME .......................................................................................

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS ................................................................
NO REQD .................................................................................................

CHEQUE VALUE ....................................................................................

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THEY TAKE PART IN ALL FEDERATION ACTIVITIES AT THEIR OWN RISK

