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After a busy March preparing for the Annual Meeting and then putting all
the boxes to rights again, April we hope will be a bit calmer with Easter
giving us a break. If you are in Newark pop in and
say hello, we are always pleased to see

members and maybe you might make a purchase from the WI Shop. Remember our opening hours are MON,
TUES and WED 9.00am – 3.00pm.

We apologise but the Wine and Canapés enclosure had the wrong closing date,
please note: it should be 24 April.
DONATIONS: We would like to thank Ravenshead WI for their kind donation to
Federation Funds.
The office will be closed on Easter Monday and Easter Tuesday. Sue Sanderson.
Federation Secretary

ENCLOSURES: 1. Coffee Morning; 2. Whist League; 3. Archery; 4.County Lunch; 5. Federation Holiday; 6. NFWI meeting Resolution
voting instructions; 7. Glass Fusion; 8. Climate Change Zoom Speaker.

Don’t Forget...
Reminders: Forms to be in the office before:–
• Wine & Canapes (19/5) 24 April
• County Quiz (2/6) 9 May
• Presidentsʼ & Secretariesʼ (5/6) 15 May
• Bushcraft (16/6) 15 May
• Macrame Pride Bracelet (5/6) 22 May
• Mikron Theatre (13/6) 22 May
• Croquet (19/6 & 3/7) 30 May
• Watercolour workshop (24/6) 30 May

The 2022/23 Resolution selection
results are in!
Between November and February,
every WI member had the chance to
have their say on the shortlist and the
resolution they would like to see go forward to the Annual
Meeting on 25 May. The results of the 2023 resolution shortlist
selection are:
1st Clean rivers for people and wildlife 36,736
2nd Save our water - every drop matters 23,326
3rd Online gambling harm: time for action 25,164

FROM COUNTY OFFICE
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Chair’s Letter
April gets its name from the Latin verb aperire – to open, and what a beautiful opening time it is: bright yellow
daffodils; young green shoots on trees; and the open outdoors beckoning. If you love the WI, as many of us do,
then open your heart to someone who may love to join us. Tell them of all the worthwhile and endearing things that
you have done with the WI. For the disbelievers open their eyes to the fact that the WI is for everyone - young and
old – and that action through the WI can have an impact on the world we live in. Above all open the doors of your
WI and welcome someone new in and make them feel welcome, not just on day one but, forever. 
I cannot believe that two years has gone by since you nominated members to become Federation Trustees. Along
the way we lost some who had stepped forwards, but we are grateful for their input which has lasted even after

they hung their badge up. But at the end of this two-year cycle we are particularly
sad to lose three valuable members. Sylvia Insley and Debbie Clarke have both been instrumental in
moving our practices forward and have given their time and support to the various tasks Trustees do.
We are especially sad that after many years of devoted service to the WI Jane Jefferson has decided
to concentrate on her WI Adviser work and her involvement with her local hospice. Jane, you have
carried the torch for the Federation and all members, and your catering skills are rightfully renowned.
We will miss your input in so many ways.
We are now a little low on the number of Trustees to run the Federation. If you would like to come along
to a committee meeting to find out what we do, please get in touch with the office. We would love you
to join us, as everyone one of you have something to give.                                        Kind regards Helen

RESOLUTIONS

Thought of the Month...
Home is where you can say anything 

you want to because nobody
listens to you anyway!



Itʼs always an absolute delight to
chair our wonderful Creative
Activities team as each member

brings new perspectives to our
constantly changing programme of events. I hope over the last few years we've made each of you
aware of how valued you are!
Recently I was told I look at life through rose tinted glasses. Having a glass half full attitude and a
high level of optimism and positivity isn't such a bad thing in todayʼs world of uncertainty. Itʼs now
been scientifically proven to improve your life. So, I am pleased to announce our teamʼs Coffee Morning on Saturday 15th July. It will
be a great opportunity to chat about our future creative activity plans, buy some craft items, have a coffee and of course meet the team.
It will also be a great opportunity to see some of the positive outcomes which have been achieved recently updating our historic riverside
house.
We really appreciate our members, we want to support and encourage you to make the most of your talents and provide members with
what they would like. After all isn't this the central core of what our organisation is all about? Women supporting women!
Iʼm looking forward to getting my rose-coloured sunglasses out and having a productive wonderful summer, meeting more of our members
at the various events.

In February members enjoyed a Bingo night on Zoom. Iʼm not sure
what their supper was, but I am sure that the few that logged on enjoyed
themselves. We had some fun; laughter and some members won a bit
of lovely money. Thank you to those who joined me.

Some of our members went to watch Nottingham Panthers in March against Sheffield Steelers. Even though Panthers lost I hope they
had a good time.

Outdoor events old and new for you to try this summer: Donʼt forget to book the Croquet on 19 June & 3 July
at Southwell Croquet Club. Anyone fancy themselves as Robin Hood or to just try shooting an arrow into a target?
We have organised two sessions for you to have a go at Archery, either Friday 14 July 6.30pm - 8.30pm or
Thursday 20 July 1.00pm – 3.00pm at Newark Rugby Club. Something completely different for you now with
a bit of excitement, how about having a go at survival techniques ʻBushcraftʼ on Friday 16 June or Axe throwing
on Thursday 7 September both taking place at ʻInto the Forestʼ near Arnold, at 6.30pm - 8.30pm. Coming a
little later in the year for those who would like a little bit more excitement (haha!) inside we have our Bingo night
on Friday 6 October at Lowdham Village Hall, including a pie and peas supper.

Last month we sent out the application to attend our Presidents
and Secretaries Workshop. It will be on Monday 5th June at
Oxton Village Hall from 2.00pm - 4.00pm. This will be a good
opportunity for Presidents and
Secretaries to get together, and it will be
especially useful for those who have
recently taken on one of the roles.
This is my last Hornblower column as
Chairman of the WI Support team. I
would like to convey my thanks to you
the members for being so kind and to my
fellow WI Advisers for your help and
advice. I will be remaining as a WI
Adviser so you will see me out and about in that role.

WI SUPPORT TEAM
Chair: Jane Jefferson
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CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
Chair: Carrie Young

SPORTS & LEISURE
Chair: Wendy Richardson



In February Watnall WI learnt about the history of the Fire
Service from 500AD to the present day. Michael showed slides
of fire-fighting equipment ranging from squirt pumps and horse
drawn manual pumps to modern day engines which are leased
as they cost over a quarter of a million pounds to buy. They
ended the evening with a fun Pancake Tossing Competition.
Jeanne won having tossed her pancake the highest and then
admitted she has never made pancakes!

Despite the snow falling, most of the members made it to the
Literary Lunch at Ramsdale in March. What a treat they had in
store after an excellent lunch – to listen to the author T.M Logan,
(a pseudonym) talk through his career. He started out as a
journalist at the Nottingham Evening Post to now becoming an
author in the Top Ten of the Sunday Times. Two of his books ʻThe
Holidayʼ and ʻThe Catchʼ have both been televised, although
changes were made for the script! For instance, in ʻThe Catchʼ
the main character changed to being a Fisherman! Tim lives in
West Bridgford and a few of his books are set in Nottingham. The
snow had turned to slush by the time it came to go home!
In the photographs are Tim Logan with Shelford WI and Jane
Jefferson with East Markham WI.

After seeing the advert
for SOS fashion
shows, Ravenshead
WI thought they would
tell other WIs about
the SOS fashion show
they held. It really was
relatively easy way to
raise some funds.
There are some issues
with this type of event,
but overall, their ladies
enjoyed it and raised
£425 that they
donated to Federation
funds. They had
enjoyed the numerous events put on over the main Covid period
by the Federation and wanted to help with their expenses. Their
members were the models, demonstrating a variety of sizes and
shapes, provided tea and coffee, held a raffle and were at the
hall from 6pm until 9.30 pm. They sold about 70 tickets by
advertising in the local newsletter, other groups members
belonged to, and word of mouth. Some of their members had
already held several mini - coffee mornings for federation funds
involving individuals in more work baking, cleaning, garden –
tidying etc! Ed nb: Thank you very much Ravenshead WI for your
kind donations.
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Please send to County House or The Editor: Mrs. Jenny Bailey, Boggs Farm, Old Rufford Road, Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts, NG22 8TE.
Telephone: 01623 870373 or email: hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk

ADVERTISING RATES:
Members: 15p per word. Non-members: 30p per word. Box Advert: Maximum 5cm. Members £25 + VAT. Non-members: £30 + VAT. An invoice will be sent for payment.

We do not accept responsibility for any advertisements in the Hornblower. The Editor reserves the right to edit as necessary and her decision is final.
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ʻGrandmaʼs Words of Wisdomʼ
There really are so many things we learned at Grandmaʼs knee

That even in our later years. remain in our memory
Never put off 'till tomorrow. what you can do today

Was one of the very many things that Grandma used to say.
Make sure you eat your carrots. they'll help you see in the dark

"That's what I have a torch for". my brother would remark.
Sit on cold floors and you'll get piles. sheʼd repeat again and again

Piles of what? we'd wonder. but she never would explain.
Walking under ladders would bring bad luck she said Well. it would

if you had a pot of paint landing on your head.
Eating crusts will make your hair curl. now that I was willing to try
Despite my eating tons of them. my hair's still as straight as a die.
But Grandma's words of wisdom in our minds were stored away

And so many of her little gems we remember to this day.
Those words of advice from Grandma. were delivered with love
and care And Oh how much we missed her when she was no

longer there.
We could pass those words of wisdom on to grandchildren of our
own But everything they want to know is on their mobile phone!

Congratulations to Shirley Board from Anston WI

One Pot Muffins
Easy recipe for children to make.
1 x 150g pot natural yogurt: 1 pot cooking oil
1 pot caster sugar: 1 beaten egg
2 pots of S R Flour: 1 pot blueberries
Or any other fresh fruit, raisins, choc chips
Method: Try to have a spare empty pot to use for the dry
ingredients. Set oven at 180Oc fan. Put the yogurt in a basin,
using the same pot add the cooking oil and sugar. Then add the
beaten egg, beating well together. Add the flour and
blueberries/or other. Donʼt over mix. Put into Muffin cases and
cook until well risen and firm. 15 – 20 minutes. Cool on a rack.

Million Women Rise: On Saturday 4 of March I took the train
to London to attend the pre meeting panel for WI members,
hosted by NFWI Chair, Ann Jones and organised by the NFWI
Public Affairs team. The panel highlighted the epidemic of
violence against women and the efforts to end it. The panel
speakers were:
Lizzy Dobres from Women's Aid England, Hannah Siddiqui of
Southall Black Sisters and Anneliese Dodds, who delivered the
keynote speech. There were many interesting questions to the
panel. After a very short break we met other members and had
photographs taken before we met the full rally to walk through
London with placards and banners, ending at the Falcon square
for the finale. More details are available on the Million Women
Rise website as well as the social media accounts – you might
also have spotted a photo of me making my pledge at the event.
http://www.millionwomenrise.com/
https://www.instagram.com/womensinstitute/
In addition to the million women rise rally, I attended the film
ʻTalking Womenʼ showing at Arc cinemas. If you get a chance,
it's definitely worth seeing, with a fantastic female cast and
production team. I have also taken part in a webinar hosted by
the NFWI, who are part of the Six-O women group. (The Six-O
group is made up of the six leading womenʼs organisations in the
UK. - They comprise the BFWG, BPW (Business and
professional women), NCW GB (National Council of Women),
NFWI (Womenʼs Institute), SIGBI (Soroptimists) and TG
(Townswomenʼs guild)) and hear about women in leadership.
This will be available on the NFWI YouTube for those who want
to visit to hear interesting speakers from across the world.

At this yearʼs Annual Federation Meeting when I gave my report
on the Accounts for November 2021 – October 2022, I said
the financial problems we faced with the Covid pandemic had
still not gone away, but it was getting better. From November
2021 until February 2022 no events could take place, however
from then until October 2022
we did have event Income
coming in. Membership
Subscriptions whilst very
welcome, unfortunately do not
cover our fixed costs. In a
normal year – not a half one -
our fundraising helps a great
deal. Building maintenance
does come at cost, and last
year it was £12800, a survey
had pointed out problems with the roof that required attention
and we replaced the old radiators throughout the building with
more efficient ones. We still have money in our reserves just a
little more reduced than before. This did result, unfortunately in
a net deficit of £22,991. Now for the best bit, can I say how much
we appreciate the donations kindly sent into the Federation from
WIs and individuals, nearly £3000 including Gift Aid, how brilliant
is that! Thank you for coming to the events we did manage to
organize. The Accounts are available to download from the
federation website https://nottinghamshire.thewi.org.uk
/county-office-and-downloads.My crystal ball has not yet quite
cleared but fingers crossed the future should be better.

When we organise events, we
have no idea how many members
will apply. The enclosures need to
be seen by as many members as
possible as we rely on the income
that comes from fundraising
events. We do know, from
comments made to us, that
although enclosures have been

sent out to your WIʼs - it doesnʼt mean members have seen them!
So, I promote events in the Hornblower to inform those members
and as a reminder to others. Are you looking forward to the
Coronation? I would love to receive photographs of any events
you have please.

Memorial Book
Members are listed by their name and WI.
They will be forever remembered and will
all be truly missed.

Sandra Lennon, Nuthall & District WI
Susan Plamping, Kimberley WI
Joyce Saunders, Ruddington WI
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FEBRUARY 2023
The winning numbers were randomly

chosen by computer on the morning of the
Trustees Committee Meeting.

1. Kath Rogers – Ravenshead WI 101
2. Joan Green – Farnsfield WI 108
3. Chris Abbott – Sutton & Barnby Moor WI 120

RECIPE

NOTTS NATTER
Jenny Bailey

CAMPAIGNS & COMMUNICATIONS
Chair: Suzanne Plamping

CANADA CUP COMPETITION 2023
WINNING ENTRY

FEDERATION TREASURER
Jenny Bailey
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Forthcoming Events 2023

APPLICATION FORM
This form may be used to obtain tickets for any of the above events. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE CHEQUE (ADD 75p FOR PAPER TICKET) (for each separate event)

N.B. PLEASE ENSURE THAT THERE ARE TWO SIGNATURES ON ALL WI CHEQUES SENT TO COUNTY HOUSE

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THEY TAKE PART IN ALL FEDERATION ACTIVITIES AT THEIR OWN RISK

WI ................................................................................................................
NAME .........................................................................................................
ADDRESS ................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................

TEL .............................................................................................................
EMAIL ........................................................................................................
EVENT .......................................................................................................

VENUE ......................................................................................................

DATE ..........................................................................................................

SESSION TIME .......................................................................................

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS ................................................................

NO REQD .................................................................................................

CHEQUE VALUE ....................................................................................

April
DATE EVENT COST VENUE TIME POSTCODE

27 Thur KURLING £10.00 The Greenaway 7.00pm NG23 5SG
COMPETITION per team at Rolleston

29 Sat ACWW WOMEN WALK THE WORLD

May
19 Fri WINE & CANAPES £15.00 County House 7.00pm

25 Thur NFWI ANNUAL MEETING Cardiff

June
2 Fri COUNTY QUIZ £10.00 Various Venues 7.30pm

per team around the County

5 Mon PRESIDENTSʼ & £5.00 Oxton Village Hall 2pm – 4pm NG25 0SA
SECRETARIES WORKSHOP

5 Mon MACRAME PRIDE £8.00 County House 9.30am –
BRACELET 12.30pm

13 Tues MIKRON THEATRE £13.00 Oxton Village Hall Doors 7.00pm NG25 0SA
£15.00 nm Play 7.30pm

16 Fri BUSHCRAFT £30.00 Into the Forest 6.30pm NG5 8PW
Lime Lane Woods, Arnold for 7.00pm

19 Mon CROQUET £12.00 Southwell Croquet Club 6.00pm NG25 0UT
Cooks Lane, Morton

24 Sat WATERCOLOUR £22.00 County House 9.30am for
WORKSHOP 10.00am start

TICKET APPLICATIONS AND PAYMENTS
Events are organised for WI MEMBERS ONLY, unless otherwise specified on the event form. For some events to take place a 

minimum number of members attending may be required, or the event will have to be cancelled. 
Would members please apply for events before the closing date.

Payment at the office by cash, card, or cheque and by post. 
BACS payments please include REF code. NOTTS FED WI REGD CHARITY.  Sort code: 05-06-22 Account No: 50342581. 

Please email admin@nottswi.org.uk stating name, WI and event. 
If any event or activity organised by the Federation is oversubscribed, a system of balloting will take place after the closing date (it

may not say so on the enclosure). Tickets in most cases will still be available for events after the closing date, but please telephone
County House or email admin@nottswi.org.uk Please include 75p for postage and packaging with your application if a paper copy is

required. If your WI does not receive tickets or refunds within one week of the event, please contact the office.
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