Ch air ’s Let te r

You remember the first round of the pandemic when you caught up with all the jobs you had missed? You cleaned
and sorted and now the charity shops are overflowing. Well, weʼve had the bug at County House. We cleaned and
sorted the storage areas; set out the meeting rooms, including one with an armchair and coffee table, cleaned the
stainless-steel trophies [which we thought were silver, but arenʼt]; and with Mike Daveyʼs help cleared and tidied
the garden and outside. County House serves all sorts of purposes, and we would love to know your thoughts, both
good and bad, on your Headquarters.
Like you we are starting to get out and about and busy. Jenny Bailey and I attended the first of three National
Council meetings on Zoom to discuss the finances of the WI. With a more inclusive format I came away thinking
that we had all been heard.
Usually, I like to sing but when attending the Battle of Britain service in Newark as your representative, I am afraid
the congregation had to forego my contribution. This may have been a plus for those around me! I am looking forward though to cutting
a ribbon for Ollerton WIʼs 100th Celebration. Do you think I should wear gloves and a hat? Please drop us a line about your views on
County House.
Kind regards Helen

FROM COUNTY OFFICE

Sandra Carter, our Admin girl is retiring in
December. Her proper title is Administration
Secretary, but you know her as admin@nottswi.
We are sure you will miss her as we will. This
month we recommence sending the Hornblower
to you as your subscription order forms.
Diaries are ready for collection now.
Donations: We wish to thank individual
members & Abbey Gates WI, Bleasby WI, Bottesford &
District WI, Forest Town WI, Ravenshead WI & Shelford WI
for their kind donations to Federation funds.
ENCLOSURES: 1. Yearbook; 2. 50/50 application; 3. Survey
form; 4. Events; 5. Photography; 6. S&L Flyer.

TEAMS4U CHRISTMAS APPEAL

We recently had a Zoom event with the
founders of Team4U who explained the
background behind the charity. More
importantly how your knitting is really
appreciated by the children who receive the
shoe boxes and we saw some great
photographs. Maybe you canʼt knit but would like to help in some
way. Do have a look at their website, search for Teams4u, you
can donate or sponsor a box if you wish to help.
Guess what we are asking you to do – yes knit once again! We
are asking WI members to send in their handmade knitted
hats, mittens, gloves and scarves to County House from
NOW until Wednesday 20 October. You havenʼt much time
sorry about that. Janet who collects from us has already pickedup bags we had been storing, including some absolutely
gorgeous, knitted toys. These do need to be smallish.
They have a warehouse at Basford which they share with Shoe
Aid. If you would like to help fill the boxes, they are there from
Tuesday 2 November 10am – 4.00pm until Thursday 2
December every Tues, Wed & Thurs. The East Midlands
organiser is Wendy Willan. Contact details 07786 401332.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

The Trustees have put together a survey with
a variety of questions about all aspects of the
Federation and we would like members and
Committees to complete it. We have sent out
a paper copy to WIs and there is also a link
https://forms.office.com/r/YphpVANWkL
(on website and Facebook), which can be
completed online on any device. Your
responses will support the planning in many
areas of the Federation for the future.

Thought of the Month...

Start each day with a positive thought
and a grateful heart.
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SPORTS & LEISURE
Chair: Wendy Richardson

Members have already taken part in two lovely evenings of
Croquet at Morton, they were shown how to play and then
enjoyed getting down to a competition.
As we are now slowly getting back to normal, in the coming
months we are organising some of our popular events for you.
We have Bingo night booked for Friday 15 October at
Lowdham Village Hall with a pie and pea supper. The Darts
league is going ahead this winter with 11 teams taking part, and
the Darts pairs competition will be taking place in March.
Do you enjoy playing Rummikub or Scrabble? We are
organising evenings for both of
these mind-bending games in the
north, south, central and Newark
areas, with a final for the top winners
from each area. Watch this space for
the dates. For those of you that
enjoy a game of Whist, don't worry
we haven't forgotten you. We will be
having a one-off night in March followed by a Whist league during
the summer next year. The committee canʼt wait to see you! Donʼt
forget you can hire the Bingo machine & book the Kurling for your
WI. Download a form or contact the Office for more information.

FEDERATION TREASURER
Jenny Bailey

I have been keeping in touch with
WI officers by sending a regular
email, letting them know what was
happening in the finance dept of
the Federation. Now at last I can
reach you all to say thank you very
much Nottinghamshire WIs –
mainly Treasurers for continuing
to keep your WI finances ticking over ready to fire up again. We
have come through and are seeing the light. I also want to thank
our staff who have worked for 18 months on their own and taken
everything in their stride. At times not very easy, but they were
brilliant and did whatever we asked of them. The Federation
finances will take a while to recover as we have had to use our
reserves and will have to dip into it for most of the coming year.
Your Membership subscriptions whilst very welcome,
unfortunately do not cover our expenses and in a normal year
our fundraising helps a great deal. As there has been no
fundraising taking place for the Federation we expect to make a
loss. We have tried to keep our expenses to a minimum and have
used the furlough scheme for our staff and last year took
advantage of the District Council Grant. The Trustees did
however feel that we should support our WIs and members as
much as we could by providing Zoom events for free.
We all know the reserves are there for a time such as this and I
would like to say how indebted we are to the past & present
Federation Trustees, Sub Committee members and of course
most importantly you the members for working willingly at
events over the years for the Federation, helping to put the funds
there. I would like to thank everyone, WIs & members, who have
been kind enough to send us donations, they are very much
appreciated. Enjoy meeting up once again and I hope we see
you soon.

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
Chair: Carrie Young

The Creative Activities team are
ensuring any events are organised as
safely as possible within the current
guidelines. So please do feel confident
in attending our events before
Christmas. We are really looking
forward to hosting the ʻPilgrim
Womanʼ coach trip to Lincoln on
Monday 29 November, with the sculptress Rachel Carter and
the ʻChristmas Special with John Lewisʼ on Monday 15
November, 10.00am - 11.30am or Wednesday 17 November,
5.30pm – 7.00pm. Your WI Secretary has the enclosures with
all the details and application forms. Both are new ventures for
the new committee and should endorse my new motto for the
WI Creative Activities team that girls just want to have fun. So,
stay safe ladies but nowʼs definitely the time to be brave and try
something completely new.
Carrie Young

WI SUPPORT TEAM
Chair: Susan Spanswick

Hello everyone. Welcome to Autumn,
already it seems a long time ago when I
helped with the August sorting and
archiving at Trent Bridge House. A job I was
asked to do following this was to return a
copy of a Voluntary County Organiser
[VCO] certificate to its owner. Another WI
member saw the certificate and asked,
“Whatʼs a Voluntary County Organiser?”
which made me think how many other WI members out there
would ask the same question? So, for those of you who donʼt
know, they were what WI Advisers eventually morphed into.
From the outset it was considered necessary to train VCOs with
the first residential school being organised in Surrey in 1918.
They had lectures in the morning on topics such as the history
of the WI, its future potential, and “How to help an unsuccessful
WI” there was even one on the psychology of potential WI
members. Each day was finished with lessons in public
speaking. There was also an optional VCO uniform [obtained
from Harrods no less] and they could claim up to £3.00 a month
in expenses [about £174.00 today] as they travelled around
their areas setting up and supporting new WIs.
I sometimes wonder what those first dedicated and determined
women would have made of the current WIA on-line training?
Probably just got down and got on with it in true WI fashion,
although do you think they would still have insisted on their
Harrods uniforms?

WI Shop
Co-ordinator:
Suzanne Plamping

WI SHOP –
Trading Box scheme
You will see ‘The WI Shop’ selling giftware at Federation events
throughout the year. If your WI is having an event and would like
the WI Shop to be there you can take part in our new Trading Box
scheme. You will be fundraising for your WI and also raising funds
for your Federation too. How it works:
1. Book a WI Shop Trading Box from the Federation
2. Collect your Box from the Federation oﬃce. Your box will
have a price list/stock list.
3. Have fun at your event and sell the items from your box
4. Complete the stock list and count up your sales
5. Return the remaining stock and takings to the oﬃce by the
agreed date
6. This will be checked and 15% of the takings will be transferred to your WI funds.
NOTE: if the stock and takings are not returned by the set date, then
your WI will be invoiced for the total value of the box.
If you would like speciﬁc items in your box, please give 6 weeks’ notice
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If you have any questions please email:
admin@nottswi.org.uk or
suzanneplamping@nottswi.org.uk

FEDERATION EVENTS

Book
by
Eventbrite
or
email
admin@nottswi.org.uk with name, WI and
event.
ZOOM: ʻExcel Basicsʼ on Monday 4th
October @7.00pm. Free The tutor will show
you how to navigate a spreadsheet and some
simple tasks eg autosum, formatting a cell,
adding or deleting a row. https://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/x/nottinghamshire-wi-communicationteam-excel-made-simple-tickets-165956479297
ZOOM: ʻFraud Awarenessʼ on Wednesday 27th October @
7.30pm. An important subject for all of us to hear about.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scam-awareness-tickets-16
5882520083
ZOOM: ʻAfternoon Tea Etiquetteʼ Tuesday 16 November @
7pm. Cost £5. Baroness Bolsover will prepare you for your next
Afternoon Tea. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/x/afternoontea-etiquette-tickets-173551716857
FASHION SHOW AND LUNCH – Masonic Hall, Nottingham
on Wednesday 20th October from 11.00am. Tickets £25.
ʻA Christmas Special with JOHN LEWISʼ Monday 15
November 10am – 11.30am & Wednesday 17 Nov 5.30pm –
7pm. Venue: ʻThe Place to Eatʼ, John Lewis, Victoria
Centre, Nottingham Price: £15. Closing Date: Monday 18
October https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-christmas-specialwith-john-lewis-tickets-169094912435?ref=estw
ʻChristmas at The Groveʼ (Hucknall) Saturday 4th December
12 noon until 3pm with light refreshments and stalls.

RECIPE

Savoury Cheese Bites
(Federation Favourites Cookbook).

2-3oz/50-80g strong cheese (extra mature) finely grated
4oz/115g Plain flour
3oz/80g butter at room temperature
1 medium egg yolk
Salt and pepper
2 baking trays, lined with baking parchment

Method: Preheat oven to 180oC/160oC Fan/Gas 4. Sieve flour
and seasoning and rub in the butter. Add cheese and egg yolk
and mix until smooth. Roll out on a floured surface and cut into
rounds with a plain cutter. Place on trays and brush with milk.
Bake in the oven for 7-10 minutes, until golden brown. Cool on
trays before removing as they are short and brittle. Good for
drinks parties.

END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

16 Days of Activism: 25 November - 10 December 2021

Thursday, 25 November 2021 is End
Violence Against Women and in
Nottinghamshire we are inviting WI
members to light a candle and place it
in your window at 7.00pm, as an act of
hope for a violence-free future.
Walk and Light Vigil taking place from
County House to Newark Market Place
commencing at 7.00pm. Do join us.
The colour orange has been selected to
highlight the 16 Days of Activism. Some
of the public buildings in Nottingham will be bathed in an orange
glow on the evening of 25 November. If you knit or crochet, we
are looking for your help please.
The Federation are joining with the Nottingham Soroptomists
to hopefully produce 1,000 orange poppies with yellow
centres to give away to the public and raise awareness of the
campaign. We have patterns available, but you are welcome to
use your own. Please if you are interested in helping with the
project contact suzanneplamping@nottswi.org.uk for more
details. Thank you.

Let us know what you are up to? Have you had a good speaker?
Has your WI read a fabulous book? To see more of whatʼs
happening across the county, follow our social media platforms.
Bottesford & District
WI members were
dismayed
at
the
neglected state of
flower beds in the
village (due in part to
lockdown restrictions)
so they offered to adopt
a planter located next to
the local Co-op. Seven
members spent an hour
clearing weeds and
found it so absorbing
that they cleared the
flower beds further up
Bottesford & District WI
the path as well unwinding bindweed can become seriously addictive! Then came
the task of filling in the spaces theyʼd created; using the timehonoured strategy of scrounging from local businesses and
green-fingered members they transformed the planter into a burst
of colour. They continue to maintain the planter and are planning
a big bulb binge in late September. The local council has installed
a waterbutt nearby which is a great help. They have had lots of
positive comments!
Lambley Village WI – this
is now becoming a big
feature of the Village. The
ladies have now swapped
the
decorations
they
usually do on the bus
shelter and have instead
got ready for the Lambley
Village Show
Mansfield Woodhouse
and Pleasley Vale WI –
Had a Pride Coffee & Cake
afternoon at the end of
August with lots of chatter.
Lambley Village WI
Rosa (The Hive WI) has
started a podcast over lockdown, check it out for past and future
events; these are all inspired by campaigns led by the WI
https://www.thejampactpod.com/
Stapleford WI – summer picnic for TreeTops Hospice raised
£206.58, from sales of pre-loved jigsaws, craft stall &
refreshments

Forest Town WI – Action Pack summer programme, with Cheese
& Wine, Scavenger Hunt, Nostalgia Evening, Card Craft with Sue,
picnic together at Bettyʼs House in the sun, A sunny walk in
Rufford Park, Scrabble, Uno and Dominoes! And 5Km walk for
Kingsmill Butterfly Room

Forest Town WI

Dorewood WI members with friends had a wonderful time at
Floral Media. Thank you to Steven and Paula who took them
round the garden with many facts, this was followed with tea and
a gorgeous piece of cake, Paula rounded off the afternoon with a
demonstration of floral art

Dorewood WI

Blink by KL Slater – Back in June the Notts Federation had a
zoom meeting with Felicity – about Women Writers of Notts. As
someone that does not do a big read (not much time for that), I
was in my local library and thought I would have a look and see
if there was a book off the reading list, and yes there was – it was
Blink by KL Slater. It starts at QMC and is set around Bulwell and
Lenton area. Recommended reading for waiting for appointments
as the chapters are short!
Suzanne

Stapleford WI

HORNBLOWER CONTACT & PRINT DETAILS:

Copy deadline for December 2021 edition 4 November. November Hornblower can be collected on Monday 25 October
Please send to County House or The Editor: Mrs. Jenny Bailey, Boggs Farm, Old Rufford Road, Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts, NG22 8TE.
Telephone: 01623 870373 or email: hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk

ADVERTISING RATES:

Members: 15p per word. Non-members: 30p per word. Box Advert: Maximum 5cm. Members £25 + VAT. Non-members: £30 + VAT. An invoice will be sent for payment.
We do not accept responsibility for any advertisements in the Hornblower. The Editor reserves the right to edit as necessary and her decision is final.
Printed by PJ Print Ltd 01623 860424 www.pj-print.com

© Copyright 2021 Nottinghamshire Federation of WIs
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COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
Chair: Suzanne Plamping

Craftivism: You might be asking what this is? Itʼs a form of gentle
protesting, Sarah Corbett from the Craftivism Collective visited
Nottinghamshire via The Hive WI at the beginning of 2021 and is
also working with NFWI. There is more information on YouTube
and Facebook (links https://youtu.be/nSbeL9B3xRc and
https://fb.watch/7UEzSPunex/)
Currently the focus is on COP26 in October at Glasgow; A
common criticism of COP conferences is that they ʻmanufacture
loopholesʼ. The NFWI have designed bracelets to form a physical
representation of this situation – crochet is formed by creating a
series of loops using a hook. Our
bracelet design also features a
series of square holes, which are
ʻclosedʼ using wooden beads.
You can send these bracelets to
your Member of Parliament to
call for a COP26 conference that
works for everyone or send them
to your family and friends to raise
awareness of COP26.
The situation in Afghanistan and particularly the risks to the
safety of women and girls is very concerning. If you would
like to take action on this issue you can find lots of ways to
get involved by visiting our MyWI website:
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/news-and-events/takeaction-on-afghanistan

MCS REGISTER

The MCS is the most important tool at all
levels of the WI. It is important that the
information stored there is accurate.
MCS Reps maintain their WIʼs records so
they can receive national mailings,
voucher books and raffle tickets.
Accurate MCS records also ensures
members receive their copy of WI Life
magazine and can access My WI. MCS Reps should check:
1. paid-up members are listed
2. membersʼ details are correct
3. lapsed members are removed
4. officersʼ roles and committee positions are assigned to the
correct members
5. members have their email address listed so they can access
My WI
6. If your venue or time of meeting changes make sure this is
correct as this information is used for your WI information on
the NFWI website.
• The Federation use the MCS register to send new members
an e-copy of the New Members pack. It is therefore important
when MCS reps input a new memberʼs details into the register
she ensures their email address has been added correctly.
• If you have had your Annual Meeting and your WI Officers
have recently changed please remember to make the
changes on the MCS.
• If your WI doesnʼt have an MCS Rep and there is now
someone willing to take on that role, please get in touch with
County Office.

NOTTS NATTER
Jenny Bailey

Itʼs good to be back! If WI members look back at the history of
the Hornblower, they may wonder what happened for 18 months!
As we know it was the Covid-19 pandemic, WIs couldnʼt meet and
our print company was on furlough so, to keep members informed
we decided to produce a free monthly newsletter for our members
– thinking then it would only be for a few months! We sent it to WIs
by email and printed copies to some WIs for them to distribute.
This was all done in-house by myself and the staff – very difficult
for them with furlough. With only 2 pages to use many usual items
had to be dropped. Now at last we are back to normal with a few
changes along the way. The Hornblower is very important to the
Federation. It is our main communication with members and is a
very needy fundraiser. Thank you very much for supporting it.

The 50/50 is one of the Federations
fundraising ‘events’ that can involve every
member – it’s not an inclusive Club! More
so than ever because of the missed
fundraising opportunities over the past
eighteen months we really need this
income to help us. Now is your chance
to join the Club.
It is now time to renew your membership of the 50/50 Club
or your chance to join. Anyone can join, in fact the more
participants there are, the larger the prizes will be. For an
investment of £10 you may win in the monthly prize draw.
50% of the money is returned in prizes and the 50% we keep
towards general funds. The Club will start again after
November 1. Tickets can only be purchased in an
individual’s name and for persons over the age of 18.
Shares cannot be purchased in a WI’s name. An application
form is with your secretary or download a copy. Payment can
be made by BACS.

WI INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL EXAMINERS

Our Constitution requires all WIs to have their books
independently examined. The Charity Commission recommends
it is done by someone competent who has no connection with
the Charity Trustees (Committee) and they have approved the
scheme run by the Federation. We have trained members to
independently examine WI Accounts with a turnover of less than
£10,000. They are trained to understand the requirements of
the Charity Commission. They are spread around the
Federation and if possible, we try to appoint someone within a
reasonable distance. Treasurers should ask for members
approval to appoint a Federation Independent Financial
Examiner (IFE) at WI Annual Meetings, you do not need to
NAME the person. Treasurers please note; The services of an
IFE is at a basic cost of £15, if they have to undertake further
work to balance your books they are entitled to charge more.
EVEN IF YOUR WI ALREADY USES THIS SCHEME you do
need to re-apply to the Federation Office, Trent Bridge House,
on an ANNUAL basis following your Annual Meeting. Contact
with an IFE is via the County Office only.

WHITE ORIGAMI BUTTERFLIES

Last year The Hive WI in
Beeston teamed up with
Broxtowe Womenʼs Project to
make
white
origami
butterflies for The White
Ribbon Campaign. This
campaign raises awareness
of domestic abuse and
violence against women and
girls. They posted a butterfly everyday for 16 days on their Twitter
account along with a statistic or quote about domestic abuse.
This year, they are planning to do it once again and are inviting
other WIs in Nottinghamshire to join in. They would love to see
photographs of your butterflies and see how far they can “fly”
across our county. As well as making a butterfly for each of the
16 days, Rosa from The Hive WI also made an origami butterfly
for each woman who was killed by a man in 2020. These
butterflies will be displayed in The National Justice Museum for
the 16 Days of Action in November for the public to see. You can
find beginner origami butterflies online. Please send your photos
to suzanneplamping@nottswi.org.uk or thehivewi@gmail.com so
they can make a montage of your butterflies.

SEPTEMBER 2021
The winning numbers were drawn on the
morning of the Trustees Committee
Meeting.

1. Pam Stoddart – Abbey Gates WI
2. Pat Wilson – Trowell WI
3. Rae Smith – Blidworth & Rainworth WI

No. 91
No. 59
No. 141
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Forthcoming Events 2021

October
DATE

4 Mon

7 Thurs

EVENT

COST

WOMEN IN FARMING

£17.00

EXCEL MADE SIMPLE

FREE

VENUE

TIME

Oxton VH

12.30pm for
1.00pm

NG25 0SA

7.00pm

NG14 7BD

ZOOM

7.00pm

POSTCODE

14 Thurs

MUSIC QUIZ

£20.00 Oxton VH
per team

7.00pm

20 Wed

FASHION SHOW &
LUNCH

FRAUD AWARENESS

£25.00

FREE

Masonic Hall,
Nottingham

11.00am

CHRISTMAS AT
JOHN LEWIS

£15.00

John Lewis, Nottm

10.00am - 11.30am

CHRISTMAS AT
JOHN LEWIS

£15.00

John Lewis, Nottm

5.30pm - 7.00pm

PILGRIM WOMAN
VISIT

£20.00

Lincoln

Coach pick-up
Worksop 9.15am
Newark 9.45am

15 Fri

27 Wed

BINGO

November
15 Mon

16 Tues

AFTERNOON TEA
ETIQUETTE

25 Thurs

WALK & LIGHT VIGIL

17 Wed
29 Mon

£10.00

£5.00

Lowdham VH
ZOOM

ZOOM

County House

NG25 0SA

7.30pm

7.30pm

7.00pm

TICKET APPLICATIONS AND PAYMENTS

Events are organised for WI MEMBERS ONLY, unless otherwise specified on the event form. For some events to take place a
minimum number of members attending may be required, or the event will have to be cancelled. Would members please apply for
events before the closing date. You may book and pay through Eventbrite if the event is listed.
Payment at the office by cash, card, or cheque and by post.
BACS payments please include REF code. NOTTS FED WI REGD CHARITY. Sort code: 05-06-22 Account No: 50342581.
Please email admin@nottswi.org.uk stating name, WI and event.
If any event or activity organised by the Federation is oversubscribed, a system of Balloting will take place after the closing date (it
may not say so on the enclosure). Tickets in most cases will still be available for events after the closing date, but please telephone
County House or email admin@nottswi.org.uk Please include 75p for postage and packaging with your application if a paper copy is
required. If your WI does not receive tickets or refunds within one week of the event, please contact the office.

APPLICATION FORM

This form may be used to obtain tickets for any of the above events. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE CHEQUE (ADD 75p FOR PAPER TICKET) (for each separate event)
N.B. PLEASE ENSURE THAT THERE ARE TWO SIGNATURES ON ALL WI CHEQUES SENT TO COUNTY HOUSE

WI ................................................................................................................

NAME .........................................................................................................
ADDRESS ................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

TEL .............................................................................................................
EMAIL ........................................................................................................

EVENT .......................................................................................................
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VENUE ......................................................................................................

DATE ..........................................................................................................
SESSION TIME .......................................................................................

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS ................................................................
NO REQD .................................................................................................

CHEQUE VALUE ....................................................................................

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THEY TAKE PART IN ALL FEDERATION ACTIVITIES AT THEIR OWN RISK

