Can you knit or crochet? We are asking you to help us
produce orange poppies
with yellow centres.
They are to highlight the 16 days of Activism.
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Ch air ’s L et te r

From time to time my friend and I go to the ballet – well to be precise, a Matthew Bourne ballet, which is different
and exciting. Before we go, she usually sends me a letter together with information about the ballet we will be going
to see. This is my letter to you my friends, our members.
With my letter should be information about meals, talks, activities that I think you might enjoy. These extra bits are
the enclosures. We have heard though that some of you are not seeing these enclosures from us, even though
they might contain offers that you could find different and exciting. If the enclosures do not appear at your monthly
meeting, please ask the secretary to put them out. They are invitations from myself and the Committee chairs to
come to events and, hopefully, have an enjoyable time with us.
We have had two lovely events, ʻWelcome backʼ in September, when members shared their lockdown projects
and enjoyed meeting up. In October at Oxton was ʻWomen in Farmingʼ with a lunch. Members went home very
happy after a particularly good lunch and speaker. Maybe more of you would have attended – if you had known about them!
Kind regards Helen

FROM COUNTY OFFICE

We are sorry for any
inconvenience that
may
have
been
caused to members
when the office telephone was out of action for a
period in October. Unfortunately, it was difficult
to contact the repair engineer who then took a
while to come!
ENCLOSURES: 1. Events; 2. Bridge Day; 3. Canada Cup
Competition; 4. Bingo; 5. NTU Observatory Visit; 6. River Cruise
Holiday; 7. 2022 Subscriptions; 8. WIST Presidents &
Secretaries Workshop.
The NFWI Annual Meeting will be held in Liverpool on
Saturday 11 June 2022. Any members who are interested in
obtaining an observer ticket should contact the Federation
Secretary, Sue Sanderson by email or telephone. (details on front
cover).

SPORTS & LEISURE
Chair: Wendy Richardson

It was lovely to see so many members enjoying the company of
other WIs when we held our first Kurling competition for 2 years
in September. Even though it was quiet there was a lot of friendly
banter and very competitive rivalry as well. For me it was a funny
night, trying to remember all the rules and information I needed
to give everyone. Thank you for the prompting from some of the
members! After lots of fun and laughter the final was between
Polly Hill, Helen Tickle, Pat OʼBrien, and June Freeman of
Ravenshead WI and Elaine Maiden, Nicky Summerton,
Susan Boswoth and Brenda Morgan of Morton, Fiskerton
and Rolleston WI. After a very closely fought game Morton,
Fiskerton and Rolleston were the winners. Well done ladies.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE SURVEY

A BIG THANK YOU to the WI members that have completed the
survey. Your views are important to Federation and will support
the development of it. In last monthʼs mailing WI committees
received a paper copy of the survey, but if you are able to
complete it online itʼs quicker, as some of the questions may not
apply and will not appear.
Sections of the survey are for members to
complete as an individual, so please try and
find 15 minutes to complete it. The link is
https://forms.office.com/r/YphpVANWkL or
you scan over this QR code with camera on
your smart phone or tablet which connect to
the survey (note deadline is 1st Dec).

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
Chair: Carrie Young

One of the best bits of being a new
trustee is the opportunity it presents
to meet the members and to form
new relationships with my new
committee and other trustees. So, it
has been particularly lovely to
attend events in person over the
last few months. The ʻWomen in
Farmingʼ lunch, a Trustee event,
and the Music Quiz, a Creative
Activities night, were both
particular highlights. I canʼt wait for
the ʻChristmas at John Lewisʼ event this month, as I know itʼs
going to be fun and something totally different for the WI. Another
event is the ʻBeginners Photographyʼ course with the lovely
Tony Brewer, organised for the Spring. We have deliberately
scheduled this at the weekend so members who work can
attend. For the full details be sure to look at the enclosure, with
your WI Secretary or download a copy from the website
https://nottinghamshire.thewi.org.uk
county
office
and
downloads.
After two years of lockdowns, itʼs just so reassuring to return to
some form of normality.
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Here are a few things to keep an eye out for next year; we will be
organising our popular Bridge Day at Oxton on 25 March. Also,
for the card players we are organising a Whist evening before
the start of our summer Whist league.
While we were in lock down, I did lots of walking around where I
live and found lots of lovely walks I never knew were there. If you
did the same, why not organise a Welcome walk in your area.
All you have to do is send in the information about the walk into
the office and sort out a lovely lunch or afternoon tea. All the
money for the food goes to your WI, so you can have fun, meet
other WI members, and make money for your WI all at the same
time.

WI SUPPORT TEAM
Chair: Susan Spanswick

Hello and greetings from your Federationʼs WI Support Team
[WIST]. Several WIST members supported the Welcome Back
event at Oxton in September, if you went you may have spotted
that your afternoon tea was served by WI Advisers. It was a
lovely afternoon and I remain in awe of some membersʼ crafts
display. WIST took the much travelled 2019-2020 Sheila Norris
Rose Challenge entries to put on display; they originally were
going to the cancelled AM 2020 at Nottingham Playhouse. Many
were taken away at the end of the afternoon BUT if you didnʼt
attend and you would like your WIʼs entry back, please collect it
from County House by the end of November; after that we will
assume they are not wanted.
Sadly, WIST has just said goodbye to
three very valuable members, Ellie
Briggs WIA, Helen Forrester and
Sarah Manton who were WI Support
Persons; all made a big contribution to
the team and they will be greatly
missed. So, we are recruiting. If you have an interest in what we
do, or just want to know more we would love to hear from you.

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
Chair: Suzanne Plamping

There are many ways
that you can get involved
with the 16 days of
Action, relating to the No
More Violence against
Women. These are a
few ideas:
• Join the Communi
cations team and
Federation Team at County House on 25th November for
Walk and Light Vigil to Newark Market Square (meeting at
7pm) followed by refreshments. Please bring your lanterns
and banners with you. Or you can take part in vigil located
with your WI, community, or on your doorstep – please send in
a photograph so that we can flood social media with images.
(#NOTTSWI-Lightvigil).
• Support the join activity with Nottingham Soroptomists to
produce 1,000 orange poppies with yellow centres to give
away to the public and raise awareness of the campaign. Lisa
Barrett 07905 422348 is the contact.
• Make White Butterflies and send in images to
suzanneplamping@nottswi.org.uk or thehivewi@gmail.com see the enclosure for origami butterfly pattern. Please check
out the social media sites (Twitter @NottsFedWI, or
@NottinghamshireWI for them flying out to raise awareness
• Your WI could make links with a local refuge; they might be
looking for items such as toiletries or magazines, but please
check what they require.
• There is also a webinar hosted by NFWI on Friday 10
December where you can find more information on
www.thewi.org.uk/no-more-violence
Remember – abuse isn't always violence. Nevertheless, it can
have a profound effect on what you feel you can or cannot do.
Abusers control victims by getting into their heads. Eventually,
they don't even have to be present to exert control over their
victim. #16DaysofAction

The Seine, Paris & Normandy River Cruise (with
Riviera Travel) departing from Birmingham
Tuesday 5th - Tuesday 12th April 2022
Come on a Federation holiday with difference, with a partner or
friend. We will be cruising along the River Seine, through Paris
and Normandy; visits
include Monet’s Garden and the Bayeux
Tapestry. Meals included.
Flights from Birmingham to Paris Charles de Gaulle
departs 10:20 on 5th April. Return flight arrives in
Birmingham 16:55 on 12th April.
Costs (based on 2 sharing) are from £1,789 per person:
For single occupancy, a limited number of standard cabins are
available at a supplement of 50% of the per person prices for
the relevant deck. All additional cabins or suites carry a 100%
supplement for sole occupancy.
At this stage we are just taking names of those of you
who are definitely interested in this new venture.
Please reply to County House no later than Monday 22
November by phone, email or letter to register your interest.
Nottinghamshire Federation of WIs, Trent Bridge House,
Beastmarket Hill, Newark on Trent, Notts, NG24 1BN
Tel: 01636 673550 admin@nottswi.org.uk

Thought of the Month...
Happiness is the only thing that
multiplies when you share it
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Lorna of Kimberley WI has continued her attack on
litter in her local area; Lorna never stops, even in a
pandemic (lockdowns) – Definitely a community
champion!
Southwell WI had an excellent speaker Lesley Taylor from
Veolia Recycling, if anyone needs someone at short notice (and
free!)
Knitted Blankets that members have completed were taken to
Hayward House Nottingham City Hospital
Worksop Wonders WI celebrated the NFWI 106th birthday with
a celebration tea party for the Sherwood Ryton group of WIs.

Worksop Wonders WI

Carlton in Lindrick WI were getting back to normal and
celebrated their 40th + 1 anniversary with a wonderful buffet
party, catered for by their members and attended by guests from
the Sherwood Ryton Group of WIs and Federation Trustees,
Jenny Bailey and Carrie Young. There was a display of their
archives to add to the occasion with an entertaining Quiz to finish
the afternoon. A beautiful cake was cut by long standing member
Margaret Williams. The photograph shows l to r. Janet Boswell,
President, Margaret and Jenny Bailey, Federation Treasurer.
Carlton in Lindrick WI

It was a lovely afternoon at the Welcome back event at Oxton in
September. Members meeting up once again, viewing the
beautiful crafts and learning the story behind how and why they
were made. The WI Shop had lots of new eco items for sale and
the card machine was well used as members are not used to
carrying cash! A cream scone, a piece of cake and a cup of tea
finished a wonderful afternoon.

St Giles Church, Balderton are having an outdoor display of
poppies for the month of November. Dorewood WI (Balderton)
were pleased to contribute,
with thanks to their team of
18 knitters and crocheters,
425 poppies were made.
The highest numbers by
individuals
was
113
crocheted by Janet Barber
and 70 knitted by Jenny
Burns.
Watnall WI held their first
live
meeting
since
February 2020 in the
Watnall WI Hall. Many of
their members were keen
to attend and the speaker
for the evening did not
disappoint. Dr Andrew
Ward
of
Norwell
Nurseries delivered an interesting talk illustrated with slides of
many beautiful flowers and plants and explained the different
ways plants were pollinated and how they used colour and scent
to attract pollinators.
Beeston WI got into the swing of the twenties – with night of
Charleston Dancing at their meeting.

Beeston WI

HORNBLOWER CONTACT & PRINT DETAILS:

Copy deadline for February 2022 edition 4 January. December Hornblower can be collected on Monday 29 November

Please send to County House or The Editor: Mrs. Jenny Bailey, Boggs Farm, Old Rufford Road, Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts, NG22 8TE.
Telephone: 01623 870373 or email: hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk

ADVERTISING RATES:

Members: 15p per word. Non-members: 30p per word. Box Advert: Maximum 5cm. Members £25 + VAT. Non-members: £30 + VAT. An invoice will be sent for payment.
We do not accept responsibility for any advertisements in the Hornblower. The Editor reserves the right to edit as necessary and her decision is final.
Printed by PJ Print Ltd 01623 860424 www.pj-print.com

© Copyright 2021 Nottinghamshire Federation of WIs
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The Robin Hood Theatre presents

THE
VICAR OF DIBLEY
Church Lane, Averham, Newark, NG23 5RB

TUESDAY 7th – SATURDAY 11th DECEMBER 2021
at 7.30pm
SATURDAY MATINEE at 2.30pm

Tickets: £12.00 + £10.00 members
Online at www.rhtc.co.uk or call 07733179986

OCTOBER 2021

The winning numbers were drawn on the
morning of the Trustees Committee
Meeting.

1. Pat Wilson – Trowell WI
2. J.S. Phillips – Coddington WI
3. Janet Bates – Ravenshead WI

No. 58
No. 14
No. 137

Memorial Book

I am very sorry that sadly I did not have
the space in the Lockdown Hornblower
to publish these membersʼ names. I
promised I would put them all in the Memorial Book when I could.
Members are listed by their name and WI. They were all
outstanding members of the WI who gave their time and talents
to their own WIs and many to the Federation. Some had
wonderful careers, others used their talents for crafts locally and
nationally. Some were officers in their WIs and some committee
members in the Federation. They will be forever remembered
and will all be truly missed.

Meggie Taylor, Bottesford & District WI; Mary Godwin, Carlton in Lindrick WI
Margaret Rose, Dorewood WI;
Beryl Willis, Dorewood WI
Pat Southern, Dorewood WI;
Judy Alker, Dorewood WI
Avril Gagg, East Markham WI;
Mel Horsman, Grove (Retford) WI
Jen Bentley, Gunthorpe WI;
Dora Rylatt, Halam WI
Judith Gill, Hawton & District WI;
Jackie Glassup, Lambley WI
Barbara Stimpson, Lambley WI;
Elsie Johnson Oxton WI
Heather Bramble, Oxton WI;
Ivy Wilshire, Ruddington WI
Margaret Jones, Upton WI;
Sue Lamb, Upton WI
Jennie Searle, Upton WI;
Penny Veays, Upton WI
Joy Wingfield, West Bridgford WI;
Mary Burrell, West Bridgford WI

WI HANDBOOK

This handbook has been published by NFWI and covers
everything you need to know about the WI, being a member, and
setting up and running a WI. This includes the role of the WI
officers, recruiting and retaining members, and dealing with
affairs across the organisation.
This is an online handbook and has been uploaded to My WI
under the ʻrunning your WIʼ tab. NFWI hope this will be a
helpful resource for members.

NOTTS NATTER
Jenny Bailey

I always think of fogs and mists in
November and coming out of lockdown
is proving to be something similar. The
mist is clearing in some WIs, but the fog
still seems to permeate other WIs. The
Hornblower reorder forms have not
come in from over 20 WIs and that
means their members are missing out.
Sadly, some WIs are only having one copy which I hope the WIs
are not copying as the Hornblower has copyright. It seems a
shame that a WI isnʼt willing to purchase more copies so that
their members can get that extra information. We can only hope
that the one copy is read by the committee and members and
not copied as they would be breaching copyright law!
Send me your photographs and copy about your WI events
please, by email to hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk or by letter.

DENMAN UPDATE

In May 2021 the NFWI informed the
Charity Commission they had
published a notice of their intention
to create a scheme to support the
sale of the Denman Estate and
change of charitable objects to
remove reference to the College.
This scheme has now moved from
draft to sealed which means that the Charity Commission have
reviewed all feedback received and have now granted
authorisation to sell the Denman Estate and change the
charitable objects. With regard to any future sale of the Denman
Estate, the NFWI Board, operating as the Corporate Trustee of
the Denman Trust, will make a decision over the coming months.
Consultation on Denman Trust Educational Model
The second part of this update is focused on the future. The
proceeds of any sale of the Denman Estate will be restricted
for the use of the Denman Trust for educational activities for
WI members. In order to make best use of these funds we want
to know what you would like to see delivered.
We have been running Denman at Home for the last 19 months
and we know for many of you this has been of huge support
during lockdown. Denman At Home has also been an accessible
platform that reached out to over 90,000 people since its launch
in May 2020. Reaching out to members who are not digitally
active remained a challenge for us during the pandemic. The
team is already thinking ahead and the new additions of Denman
on Demand and Denman on Tour. It is important that we leave
no one behind when it comes to education, hence why the team
needs your help to look at innovative new ways to reach
members.
In the coming months, a survey invitation will be emailed to
you via your Federation/WI Secretaries and included in WI
Life magazine. This survey is to collect information about WI
membersʼ learning preferences to enable the Denman Trust to
create a new, inclusive and accessible educational model that
responds to the needs and learning preferences of WI members
across all demographics and continues to develop and evolve in
the future. The more information we can gather the better we can
tailor what we offer as part of the new educational model. We
hope as many of you as possible will be able to dedicate the time
to share your thoughts. The data collected will help the Denman
Trust in building an educational model for the future for the
benefit of WI Members. Surveys are very expensive and while
the Denman Trust initially opted to have an online and offline
option, the cost and resources needed were not feasible for the
Denman Trust. We have therefore decided to produce this survey
online and we hope you will understand our decision. The
survey link will also be published on the Denman and NFWI
website. As it is important that only WI members complete this
survey, there will be a validation gateway which is simply a
verification process to confirm that you are WI member.
Thank you for your continued support for the Denman Trust
and our organisation as a whole. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Melissa Green.

DIGITAL TOP TIP

You might ask what is a podcast?
Itʼs a digital audio file made available
on the internet for downloading to a
computer or mobile device, typically
available as a series, new
instalments of which can be
received
by
subscribers
automatically. So, it's like a radio sound that you choose to listen
to when you want.
How do you listen? If you click on the links below you can find
some podcasts by either Rosa of Nottinghamshire Federation
and also some from Norfolk Federation
Both of these channels are on “Podbean Podcast App” which
is an easy-to-use podcast player, just download the app for
Free and start listening. (Search for Podbean in your App shop)
https://yarnsandthreads.podbean.com/
https://thejampact.podbean.com/
There are podcasts on every subject – so if you are interested in
travel, sport, craft, gardening or cooking there something for you.
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HORNBLOWER MAKES IT TO 50 YEARS!

The Hornblower has been celebrating its 50th
Anniversary this year having been started in
January 1971. This is the story of how the
Hornblower was first published. A County
newsletter had been a supplement to the WIs
Home & Country magazine but in 1970 was
discontinued. To keep members informed the
Trustees decided to do their own monthly
Newsletter. The title of The Hornblower was
decided upon, taken from the Horn at the centre
of the County Badge and so it was born. A horn-blower
is a gatherer-together, they also wished the Federationʼs voice to
be heard in all corners of the county to keep members informed of
the work and events of the Federation – in fact, what we still do
today.
The Yearbook for 1971-1972 said “All contributions will be very
carefully considered and one day, who knows we may be able to
print pictures”. There were three Editors and with the help of
despatch staff (a willing band of helpers!). They all met on
production day at the Nottingham office. Although they had compiled
and corrected the proofs previously, there was still the duplicating,
stapling, then the folding, counting and packing to be carried out!
(Our packing team still does the counting and packing. Thank you
Dorewood WI).

The first issue was on A5 paper with
four pages printed both sides. It
also coincided with a postal strike,
so it wasnʼt an easy birth. The
ʻInstitute Newsʼ reported that
“appropriate for the Christmas
season many charitable activities
had taken place, this generosity,
thought and effort for others, not
necessarily financial, is an
important facet of our movement,” I
think that still applies today. After
the first year they looked forward to
1972! – The February issue said
“despite the power crisis they
had managed to cope and the
Hornblower appears as usual”.
Ironic that this was 50 years ago!
The Hornblower has been a
special place in my life for 20 years
now – I took over as Editor in May 2001. Thanks to all the Editors
of the Hornblower for their hard work and dedication in fulfilling their
role. It couldnʼt and still isnʼt an easy task each month, sometimes
there is too much to put in and at others not enough! Will the
Hornblower still be blowing its horn in 50 years time? Maybe as
a digital one, but that still needs an Editor and typesetting.
Very kind regards Jenny Bailey Hornblower Editor

Forthcoming Events 2021

November
DATE

EVENT

COST

CHRISTMAS AT
JOHN LEWIS

£15.00

15 Mon

CHRISTMAS AT
JOHN LEWIS

25 Thurs

WALK & LIGHT VIGIL

17 Wed
29 Mon

PILGRIM WOMAN
VISIT

£15.00

£20.00

VENUE

TIME

POSTCODE

John Lewis, Nottm

10.00am - 11.30am

County House

7.00pm

John Lewis, Nottm
Lincoln

5.30pm - 7.00pm
Coach pick-up
Worksop 9.15am
Newark 9.45am

TICKET APPLICATIONS AND PAYMENTS

Events are organised for WI MEMBERS ONLY, unless otherwise specified on the event form. For some events to take place a
minimum number of members attending may be required, or the event will have to be cancelled. Would members please apply for
events before the closing date. You may book and pay through Eventbrite if the event is listed.
Payment at the office by cash, card, or cheque and by post.
BACS payments please include REF code. NOTTS FED WI REGD CHARITY. Sort code: 05-06-22 Account No: 50342581.
Please email admin@nottswi.org.uk stating name, WI and event.
If any event or activity organised by the Federation is oversubscribed, a system of Balloting will take place after the closing date (it
may not say so on the enclosure). Tickets in most cases will still be available for events after the closing date, but please telephone
County House or email admin@nottswi.org.uk Please include 75p for postage and packaging with your application if a paper copy is
required. If your WI does not receive tickets or refunds within one week of the event, please contact the office.

APPLICATION FORM

This form may be used to obtain tickets for any of the above events. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE CHEQUE (ADD 75p FOR PAPER TICKET) (for each separate event)
N.B. PLEASE ENSURE THAT THERE ARE TWO SIGNATURES ON ALL WI CHEQUES SENT TO COUNTY HOUSE

WI ................................................................................................................

NAME .........................................................................................................
ADDRESS ................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

TEL .............................................................................................................
EMAIL ........................................................................................................

EVENT .......................................................................................................
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VENUE ......................................................................................................

DATE ..........................................................................................................
SESSION TIME .......................................................................................

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS ................................................................
NO REQD .................................................................................................

CHEQUE VALUE ....................................................................................

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THEY TAKE PART IN ALL FEDERATION ACTIVITIES AT THEIR OWN RISK

