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Ch air ’s Let te r

Do you remember how thrilled you were on Christmas morning to get a satsuma in your stocking [although I had
a pillowcase!]? Do you remember when a chicken at Christmas was the only time you ate chicken? And do you
remember the thrill of finding a sixpence in the Christmas Pudding? Memories and rituals. The memories last but
the rituals change with time.
In the WI we have rituals. Some lovely and some possibly a hindrance ʻWell, weʼve always done it like that!ʼ Our
Federation Christmas celebration, up until now, has been an annual ritual. My enduring memory of WI Christmas
was when Anne-Marie Morley was County Chair and her daughter walked down the aisle of Southwell Minster as
Saint Lucia, a Swedish tradition. I was in the choir and for about three years, when we went for the concert, it
snowed.
My favourite day is 22nd December, the shortest day. After that I love to notice the return of light as the days
gradually get longer and, eventually, warmer again. Our ancestors, without the aid of telescopes and Brian Cox, noted and celebrated
this event. The Romans called it Saturnalia, but whatever your belief it is a season of celebration of the return of light to the world.
It might be a daft thing to say, but we have been living history over the past two years. Our get-togethers and celebrations are still
muted, but there seems to be light at the end of the tunnel. So, make new rituals and memories and, with the coming of the light and a
New Year, start your fresh and even refreshed WI experience.
Normally the Federation Treasurer and Federation Chair would be off to a hotel for the annual National Council. However, this year it
was via Zoom. Having already virtually met to discuss next yearʼs subscription in September [we hope you like the outcome]
the main focus of the Council was on leadership with an excellent presentation on Generational Theory from Dr Paul
Anderson. Not as dry as it seems. Look it up when you have nothing else to do over the long Christmas holiday.
For now though, I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Christmas and New Year and look forward to seeing you at the
many events we have planned for 2022.
Kind regards Helen

FROM COUNTY OFFICE

This month we welcome our new recruit, Val
Saunders to the office team. She will be
shadowing Sandra over the next few weeks
until she takes on the Admin Assistant role in
the New Year.
A big "Thank You" to Sandra for taking on
board the improvements made in the office to
better serve our members during times of progress and change.
We wish Sandra a happy retirement. To quote "The Sound of
Music", it's "So long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, adieu" and it's
fortunate you're only reading this and not hearing me sing it! The
office staff team wish all our members a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Sue Sanderson.
ENCLOSURES: 1. WIST President & Secretary Workshops;
2. Forensic Experience; 3. Annual Meeting; 4. Resolution voting
forms; 5. Delegate Linking List; 6. SNRB Challenge 2022;
7. Prize Draw Tickets; 8. Green Heart Workshop; 9. Whist Day
10. Bingo; 11. Nottingham Panthers; 12. Welcome Walk,
Bleasby; 13. Rummikub; 14. Redwork; 15. Crochet; 16. Meet the
Author; 17. Coffee Morning; 18. Literary Lunch.

Don’t Forget...

Resolutions AM 2022: The November edition of WI Life has the
chosen prospective Resolutions for 2022. Please use the form
provided in WI Life to vote for the one you wish to be debated.
Your WI Secretary will collate your forms and send them to
County Office, before February 14th.
Reminders: Forms to be in the office before.
• Afternoon Tea (19/1)
17 January
• Photography course
18 January
• Bingo (27/1)
19 January
• Observatory Visit (2/2)
24 January
• Green Hearts to County Office
26 January

OFFICE CLOSURE

The Office will be closed to
members from Wednesday 15 December @ 3.00pm
and will re-open on Tuesday 4 January 2022.

Observatory Visit
Wednesday 2nd February 2022
Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm. Price: £5.50
Venue: Nottingham Trent University, Clifton Campus,
Nottingham NG11 8NS
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Dr Dan Brown, Associate Professor in Astronomy, will talk about
the “Heritage of the night sky” before we visit the observatory to
explore the actual telescope.
Closing Date: Monday 24 January 2022
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/observatory-visit-nottinghamtrent-uni-tickets-195136878657

We are having a Green Heart Craft Evening at
Kettlebrook Lodge, Kimberley on Monday 17th
January 7pm. £5 per ticket.Tickets will be on
Eventbrite or contact admin@nottswi.org.uk.
You can enjoy a hot drink and craft with
likeminded people. We will also do some block
printing and die cutting hearts for a Green Heart display we are
creating at the Tiger Community Hub in Nottingham City Centre.
This is to highlight the #ShowtheLove campaign which is a WI
campaign on climate change. Help us with the display – we would
like you and your WI to create green hearts. These can be in any
form: knitted, crochet, fabric, paper or any other medium.
Create your hearts and drop them in at County House or
to Suzanne NG16 2GW
(Giltbrook-near IKEA) by the 26th January. Thank you.

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
Chair: Suzanne Plamping

Christmas will be here very soon and from
the Communication Team we wish each
member a relaxing one, as we are planning
a busy and informative 2022.
In January we are running the green heart & craft session at
Kimberley. On Thursday 17 February, we are having a Coffee
Morning & clothes swish at County House, 11.00am –
1.00pm. We will be collecting clothing, which will be available to
swap, all remaining donations will be taken to the Sharewear
charity at the end of the event. Research suggests 83% of
Britons have at least six items of clothing in their wardrobe that
they have not worn in the last year. So why not bring some items
to swap or “swish” and help with the environmental impact of
“Fast Fashion.”? Sharewear provides emergency clothing,
shoes and bedding to people in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire.
https://sharewearclothingscheme.org
As you may be aware the Resolutions for 2022 have been
shortlisted; in WI Life Magazine Nov/Dec issue there is a
voting form. Fill it in and give to your secretary please. If you
require any more information on any of these, details are on
MyWI, or contact suzanneplamping@nottswi.org.uk

Are you good with figures?
Are you willing to help others?
Do you have some time to spare?
Are you tenacious?

Then being an IFE (Independent Financial Examiner) might be the
role for you. The Notts FWI IFE team is a small team of 10 WI
members trained to examine WI accounts according to Charity
Commission and WI Constitution requirements. More WIs are
turning to the IFE scheme to have their accounts checked. Hence, we
need to expand our team. Full training and support will be given.
Interested? If yes, please contact the WI office on
admin@nottswi.org.uk or 01636 673550 during office hours
Monday – Wednesday and we shall get back to you. Pauline Redmile,
IFETrainer.

WI SUPPORT TEAM
Chair: Susan Spanswick

As you probably all know by now, courtesy of your WI committees,
a new WI Handbook has been published. If you havenʼt had a
look at it yet please do, it is an excellent document and itʼs very
“readable”, itʼs certainly not the sort of document that after the first
few paragraphs the reader loses the will to live, sound familiar?
At first glance it is dauntingly long coming in at 52 pages,
however, bless their cotton socks, there are an awful lot of
pictures in which also reduce the written content considerably, no
bad thing in my book.
The Handbook is divided into 14 sections which clearly and
logically take any member through all the important facets of the
WI from its first introductory section on the purposes and vision
statement of the WI to its concluding section containing contact
information and a useful glossary of terms. In between it covers
everything from forming a WI, through the various types of
membership, holding and running your WI, to finances and
promotion. But it doesnʼt stop there, it also encompasses equality,
diversity and inclusion, digital services, as well as a section on
special procedures [bye-laws, enlargements, suspensions, reformations and closures] and a section on the NFWI.
It is an interesting and informative document for every member
and is a useful working tool for committee members and officers.
It provides an ideal read for a new member, particularly if they
have had no previous experience of WI. I printed a copy and using
the double sided, 2 pages to a sheet print option reduced it to 15
printed pages, rather than 52, and before anyone asks no I donʼt
have shares in it, I just think it is good. A copy of the WI
Handbook can be found in the “WI Information” on Notts
SharePoint and on MyWI in the folder “Running your WI”.
Before I go a reminder, the WIST committee will be running a
“Presidents and Secretaries Workshop” in March 2022, our
first physical session since we locked down in March 2020. So,
you “newbies” and “oldies”, we would love to see you, there is
always something to learn, share, discuss and find answers to.
Finally, on behalf of all of us in the WI Support Team I wish you
a “Merry Christmas and a happy, peaceful and safe New Year”.

SHEILA NORRIS ROSE BOWL
CHALLENGE 2022
Women who “Can” in our WI

For 2022 the WI Support Team are challenging all WIs to create
an A3 size poster to portray the many and varied skills their
members possess. The poster can be in any medium but should
incorporate the name of your WI somewhere on it.
Be as creative and imaginative as you want.
Afterwards the poster could be used to promote
and advertise your WI
Entries should be sent or delivered to County oﬃce to arrive no
later than Monday 21st March 2022. All entries will be displayed
at the Federation’s Annual Meeting at Nottingham Playhouse on
31st March 2022.

SPORTS & LEISURE
Chair: Wendy Richardson

House! We held one of our famous Bingo nights at Lowdham
Village Hall in October when forty members enjoyed playing for
money and had a lovely supper of pie and peas. Well done to
anyone who went home with some winnings. For those of you who
didnʼt win we are going to play via Zoom on Thursday 27 January.
You will still be playing for money, so if you win you will be sent a
cheque from the office. Please come and join us, have some fun
and hopefully win! But please donʼt blame the caller!
For those of you who enjoy Whist, we are holding an event on
Thursday 10 March at Rolleston Village Hall @ 7pm. Where
you can enjoy an evening of cards with a supper to get you ready
for the start of the Whist league.
Bridge Day and Lunch takes place on Thursday 25 March @
Oxton Village Hall, members and non-members welcome.
Please ask you WI Secretary for the enclosure for the full details.
Do you enjoy the activities we put on as a committee? and
think you would like to get involved in helping organise these
events for the members. The Sports and Leisure committee meet
six times a year on the first Monday of the month at County House
around 10am. The meetings last about one to two hours. We are
a very friendly committee, so why not come and see what we get
up to and meet the team? Please contact County House for more
information or email assistsec@nottswi.org.uk. I
look forward from hearing from you.
The committee send you all best wishes for
Christmas and hope one of your resolutions in the
New Year will be to take part in more sport!

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES
Chair: Carrie Young

Gosh, I donʼt know where the last few months has gone but
everything seems to have gone into overdrive since we came out
of the last lockdown. I am delighted to report we now have an
exciting programme of events planned up to Autumn 2022. Our
first event of the new year is a beginners photography course
with Tony Brewer [19th, 26th February and 5th March] which I
am sure will prove popular. Early new year is such a wonderful
time of year to learn a new skill, in preparation for that longanticipated holiday or reunion.
I would personally like to thank my hard-working team for all their
support this year and wish each and everyone of our members
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Thought of the Month...

From home to home and heart to heart,
from one place to another.
The warmth and joy of Christmas brings
us closer to each other

What a busy bunch of WIs we have. Thurgarton WI were able to
meet in July and had really interesting speakers on Stained
Glass and Metal Detection. Lesley Taylor from Veolia gave
members a lot of guidance on better recycling, which has been
shared around the village. A lovely tea party was enjoyed in
August to celebrate summer and meeting friends at last. Two new
members joined, with lunch outings being enjoyed every month
once again. Several members thoroughly enjoyed the ʻWomen in
Farmingʼ Lunch at Oxton and the Bingo at Lowdham – thank you
Trustees and Sports & Leisure Committees.
Autumn brings Halloween, Harvest Suppers and Poppies for
Remembrance, Bestwood Village WI members decorated
witches hats and had some tasty treats at their October meeting.
Great looking hats you have there!

Granby & Sutton WI members
Granby & Sutton WI
made a recent visit to Sarsfields
Chocolaterie and Tearooms in
Kinoulton, they enjoyed learning to
temper chocolate, as well as having
the opportunity to taste varieties from
all around the world. They had great
fun and the chocolate was delicious
of course!
This Month WIs have done
themselves proud with some
fabulous poppy displays. Lambley
WI members have once again
decorated the village Bus Shelter
with their display - check out the
display on their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
LambleysWI. Cotgrave WI member
Pat has been Yarn bombing the Post
Box with a brilliant topper. Well done.
Pat.
Worksop
Wonders
WI
produced
a
glorious
wreath.
Mansfield
Woodhouse
WI
decorated the church porch with a
beautiful arrangement of poppies.
Sutton on Trent WI have displayed
a poppy wreath at the WI garden,
they have created for the village.
Thank you to all our many WIs who
have commemorated Remembrance
with crafted poppies and wreaths.

Bestwood Village WI

East Markham WI October meeting was a Harvest Supper with
members bringing a donation for the local food bank. Served by
the committee, members enjoyed Butternut Squash or Basil and
Tomato soup with a roll and butter followed by Apple Crumble and
custard or Lemon Cheesecake with raspberries and cream.
Afterwards entertainment was provided by vocalists Alison and
Abby and flautist Stephanie. It looks a great menu, I think we all
wish we had been there.

East Markham WI

Congratulations to Ollerton WI who have been celebrating their
100th Anniversary + 1 in style, as it was postponed from last
year. They had a wonderful bench made for the community, a
ribbon was cut by the Town Mayor and Federation Chair Helen
Rose. They then held a very successful party for members, who
all dressed up in a 1920s theme, and with the help of entertainer
Johnny Victory, the party went with a bang.

HORNBLOWER CONTACT & PRINT DETAILS:
Ollerton WI

Copy deadline for February 2022 edition 4 January. February Hornblower can be collected on Monday 24 January 2022
Please send to County House or The Editor: Mrs. Jenny Bailey, Boggs Farm, Old Rufford Road, Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts, NG22 8TE.
Telephone: 01623 870373 or email: hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk

ADVERTISING RATES:

Members: 15p per word. Non-members: 30p per word. Box Advert: Maximum 5cm. Members £25 + VAT. Non-members: £30 + VAT. An invoice will be sent for payment.
We do not accept responsibility for any advertisements in the Hornblower. The Editor reserves the right to edit as necessary and her decision is final.
Printed by PJ Print Ltd 01623 860424 www.pj-print.com

© Copyright 2021 Nottinghamshire Federation of WIs
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NOVEMBER 2021
– OCTOBER 2022
For the coming year we have sold a total of

139 numbers. The Federation keeps half and
the remaining half drawn as prizes. There will
be 11 monthly draws of 3 x £15 and a Bonus Draw of £100. £50.
2 x £25 made for the October 2022 draw.
Thank you very much for purchasing a number and we hope you
are lucky.

1. Lynne Race (Mansfield Woodhouse & PV WI) No. 116
2. Lucy Richardson (Clarborough WI)
No. 14
3. Kath Scott (Thurgarton WI)
No. 96
The winning numbers were drawn on the morning of the
Trustees Committee Meeting.

Memorial Book

Members are listed by their name and WI.
They will be forever remembered and will
all be truly missed.
2020: Dawn Jenkinson; Betty Wright; Jean Truswell; Hazel
Penfold. 2021: Janet Melton. Burton Joyce & Bulcote WI
Hilary Walker, Dorewood WI
Margaret Charlish, Plumtree WI Marion Rutland, Kinoulton WI
June Stevens, Thurgarton WI Lady Victoria Starkey, Halam WI
The Robin Hood Theatre presents

BREEZEBLOCK
PARK
A Comedy by Willy Russell

TUESDAY 25th – SATURDAY 29th JANUARY 2022 at 7.30pm
SATURDAY MATINEE at 2.30pm

Tickets: £12.00 + £10.00 members
Online at www.rhtc.co.uk or call 07733179986
Church Lane, Averham, Newark, NG23 5RB

FEDERATION TREASURER
Jenny Bailey

Good news, the Federation received £352 from the proceeds of
the NFWI raffle. Thank you very much for buying a ticket. 2021
was the year we were unable to have a Federation Prize Draw.
Yes, youʼve guessed it! the Federation 2022 Prize Draw tickets
are on the way to your WI. We will make the draw at the Annual
Meeting in March 2022 with good money prizes to win, buy your
tickets from your Treasurer.
A growing fundraiser for the Federation has been the Gift Aid we
have claimed back from HMRC on our share of your subscription.
It takes a while to prepare the claim, but the reward of seeing
£782 going into our bank makes it all worthwhile. Thank you WIs
for sending in your Gift Aid forms, please continue to do so.
Finally, thank you so much for your kind donations to
Federation funds. I have been truly amazed at your
thoughtfulness towards us. As you know the
Trustees and Committee members are all
volunteers working for the good of the Federation
and giving members the opportunity to learn and
create – and have a bit of fun also!
I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and I hope
2022 will be a Happy New Year for us all.

NOTTS NATTER
Jenny Bailey

Reflecting on this past year, we had a series of ups and downs
in the Federation. Very sadly we said goodbye to some Trustees,
but then gained new ones in their place, all wanting to help. We
also said goodbye to the Ag Show Committee with its long history
of fundraising & fun, but then we have welcomed a new
Communications Team – really needed in this digital age. The
Hornblower has returned from two pages by email to six pages
printed and email. What a year we have had, I look forward to a
more settled time for us next year – we have lots of events in the
pipeline for you. Please call on members who may be on their
own or not able to get out. Take them a copy of the Hornblower
so they can keep in touch. I send you all my best wishes for a
Happy Christmas and a lovely New Year.
Send me your photographs and copy about your WI events
please, by email to hornblowereditor@nottswi.org.uk or by letter.

BUTTER BISCUIT RECIPE

Ingredients:
4 oz butter, softened
1½ oz caster sugar
5 oz self-raising flour
You will need two baking trays, lined with
baking parchment.

Method:
Preheat the oven to 160°C /fan 140°C/ gas 3. Put the butter into
a bowl and beat well. Gradually beat in the sugar and then the
flour. Bring the mixture together with your hands to form a dough.
Form the dough into 16 balls about the size of a walnut and place
spaced well apart on the prepared baking trays. Dip a fork in a
little water and use this to flatten the biscuits. Bake in the
preheated oven for 15–20 minutes until a very pale golden.
Leave to cool slightly. Lift off the baking tray and leave to cool
completely on a wire rack. Simple to make & delicious to eat!

NEW ALLERGEN LABELLING LAW

As of October 2021, a new allergen labelling regulation for
prepacked for direct sale (PPDS) foods came in place. Also
known as Natasha's Law, this applies to any food business that
produces PPDS food, including bakeries, cake shops, tea shops,
cafés, in-store counters, and home bakers who sell food from
home. From now on, all food known as PPDS needs to be
labelled with the name of the product and full ingredient
information, with allergens emphasised. You can find detailed
labelling guidance such as videos and checklists on the Food
Standards Agency website.
If your WI is organising an event, for instance with
sandwiches, cakes, biscuits, tarts, jams and chutneys that
are being sold to raise funds, you need to find out if you
require the correct labelling or not. It depends on how you
sell the item. If unwrapped cake etc is being served at a WI
meeting, a card with the name and list of ingredients, with
any allergens underlined, placed beside the cake will be ok.
Please look at the Food Standards Agency website for much
more information about labelling.

DIGITAL TIP

Adding a signature to your office365 email – this
is for when working on a desktop/laptop
1. Sign into your email (i.e. ***@nottswi.org.uk)
2. Click the gear icon (Settings) in the top right
corner of your Outlook 365.
3. Type in “signature” in the search box at the top
of the Settings panel.
4. Select the “Email signature” result.
5. Create a new signature with the in-app signature editor.
6. Click “Save” when you're done.
You can add your contact details, website, or social media
links.
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January
DATE

17 Mon
19 Wed
27 Thurs

Forthcoming Events 2022

EVENT

GREEN HEART
WORKSHOP

COST

AFTERNOON TEA
ETIQUETTE

£5.00

BINGO NIGHT

OBSERVATORY VISIT

February
2 Wed

17 Thurs
19 Sat
23 Wed
26 Sat

March
3 Thurs
5 Sat

10 Thurs

COFFEE & SWISH
MORNING

£5.00

VENUE

TIME

Kettlebrook Lodge
Kimberley

7.00pm –
9.00pm

£10.00

Zoom

7.00pm

£5.50

Nottingham University
Campus

7.00pm

Zoom

County House

10.00am for
10.30am start

PHOTOGRAPHY
COURSE x 3

County House

10.00am for
10.30am start

Oxton Village Hall

NG11 8NS

11.00am –
1.00pm

£45.00 County House
for course
£10.00

NG16 2HZ

7.00pm

PHOTOGRAPHY
COURSE x 3

FORENSIC
EXPERIENCE

POSTCODE

7.30pm

NG25 0SA

LITERARY LUNCH

£25.00

Ramsdale Golf Centre

12.30 for 1.00pm

NG14 6NU

WHIST EVENING

£6.00

Rolleston Village Hall

7.00pm

NG23 5SG

PHOTOGRAPHY
COURSE x 3

County House

10.00am for
10.30am start

TICKET APPLICATIONS AND PAYMENTS

Events are organised for WI MEMBERS ONLY, unless otherwise specified on the event form. For some events to take place a
minimum number of members attending may be required, or the event will have to be cancelled. Would members please apply for
events before the closing date. You may book and pay through Eventbrite if the event is listed.
Payment at the office by cash, card, or cheque and by post.
BACS payments please include REF code. NOTTS FED WI REGD CHARITY. Sort code: 05-06-22 Account No: 50342581.
Please email admin@nottswi.org.uk stating name, WI and event.
If any event or activity organised by the Federation is oversubscribed, a system of balloting will take place after the closing date (it
may not say so on the enclosure). Tickets in most cases will still be available for events after the closing date, but please telephone
County House or email admin@nottswi.org.uk Please include 75p for postage and packaging with your application if a paper copy is
required. If your WI does not receive tickets or refunds within one week of the event, please contact the office.

APPLICATION FORM

This form may be used to obtain tickets for any of the above events. BE SURE TO ENCLOSE CHEQUE (ADD 75p FOR PAPER TICKET) (for each separate event)
N.B. PLEASE ENSURE THAT THERE ARE TWO SIGNATURES ON ALL WI CHEQUES SENT TO COUNTY HOUSE

WI ................................................................................................................

NAME .........................................................................................................
ADDRESS ................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

TEL .............................................................................................................
EMAIL ........................................................................................................

EVENT .......................................................................................................
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VENUE ......................................................................................................

DATE ..........................................................................................................
SESSION TIME .......................................................................................

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS ................................................................
NO REQD .................................................................................................

CHEQUE VALUE ....................................................................................

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THEY TAKE PART IN ALL FEDERATION ACTIVITIES AT THEIR OWN RISK

